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232 PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX.

haracter, and_ their vocation, far from being deemed infamous, was
probably long regarded by the laity as an exerciso of more than common
virtue, and rewarded with a tribute of mixed wonder, reverence, and
pity, not unlike that which in some parts of the world is still paid to
‘women who seek to honar their Creator in a different way by renouncing
the natural functions of their sex and the tenderest relations of human-
ity” (3. G. Frazer, Adonis, Aitis, Osiri, 1907, pp. 23 ef seq.).

It i diffcult to resist the conclusion that this theory represents
the central and primitive idea which led to the development of saored
proatitution. Tt seems equally clear, however, that as time went on, and
capecially as temple cults developed and prieatly influence increased, this
fundemental and. primitive idea tended to become modified, and even
transformed. The primitive conception became specialized in the belief
that religious benefits, and especially the ift of frultfulness, wero
fuined by the worshipper, who thus sought the goddess’s favor by an
act of unchastity which might be presumed to be agreeable o
unchaste deity. The rite of My s described by Herodotus, was &
late development of this kind in an ancient cisilization, and the benefit
sought was evidently for the worshipper herself. This has been pointed
out by Dr. Westermarck, who remarks that the words spoken to the
woman by her partner as he gives her the coin—May the goddess be
‘auspicious to thee!"—themelves indicate that the abject of the act was.
to insure her festility, and he refers also to the fact that strangers fre-
quently bad o semi-supernatural character, and their benefita & specially
effacious character (Westermarck, Origin and Development of the Moral
Tdeas, vol. fi, p. 448). 1t may be added that the rite of Mylitta thus
became analogous with ‘another Mediterranean rite, in which the act
of simulating intercourse with the representative of & god, or his imags,
ensured a woman's fertility. This is the rite practioed by the Egyptians
of Mendes, in which & woman went through the ceremony of simulated
intercourse with the sacred goat, regarded as the representative of &
deity of Panlike character (Herodotus, Bk, i, Ch. XLVI; and ses
Dulsure, Des Divinités Géntratrices, Ch. T1; cf. vol. v of these Btudics,
“Erotie Symbolism,” Sect, IV). This rite was maintained by Roman
‘women, in conneetion with the atatues of Pritpus, to & very much later
date, and St. Augustine mentions how Roman matrons placed the young.
bride on the erect member of Priapus (De Civitate Dei, Bk. i, Ch. IX).
‘The idea evidently running through thia whole group of phenomena is
that the deity, or the representative or even mere image of the delty,

ble, through a real or simulated sct of intercourse, to confer op the
worshipper a portion of ita own exalted generative actisity.

At o later period, in Corinth, prostitutes were still the
priestesses of Venus, more or less loosely attached to her
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temples, and s long as that was the case they enjoyed a con-
siderable degree of esteem. At this stage, however, we realizo
that religious prostitution was developing & utilitarian side.
These temples flourished chiefly in sea-coast towns, in islands, in
large cities to which many strangers and sailors came. Tho
priestesses of Cyprus burnt incense on her altars and invoked her
sacred aid, but at the same time Pindar addresses them as “young
girls who welcome all strangers and give them hospitality.”
Side by side with the religious significance of the act of genera-
tion the needs of men far from home were already beginning to be
definitely recognized. The Babylonian woman had gone to the
temple of Mylitta to fulfil a personal religious duty; the Corin-
thian priestess had begun to act us an avowed minister to the
sexual needs of men in strange cit
The custom which Herodotus noted in Lydia of young girls
prostituting themselves in order to acquire a marriage portion
which they may dispose of as they think fit (Bk. 1, Ch, 93) may
very well have developed (as Frazer also believes) out of religious
‘prostitution; we can indeed trace ita evolution in Cyprus where
eventually, at the period when Justinian visited the island, the
money given by strangers to the women was no longer placed on
the altar but put into a chest to form marriage-portions for
them. It is a custom to be found in Japan and various other
parts of the world, notably among the Ouled-Nail of Algeria,!
and is not necessarily always based on. religious prostitution;
but it obviously cannot exist except among peoples who sce noth-
ing very derogatory in free sexual intercourse for the purpose of
obtaining money, so that the custom of Mpylitta furnished a
natural basis for it
ot sy . s g & s oy, e o
and aro mid to make model wives and mothers.  They are described by
Bertherand in Parent Duchtelt, La Prositution d Paris, vol. 1, p. 63
ST Abyssinin. (sccording to. Fiasehi, British Vedicat Journal
March 13, 1897), where prostitution has always boen held n igh este
the prosttutes, "who.are now mublect to medical examination_ twi
weell, il attach mo dingrace to-their profession, and easly find hus-
Bands afterwardn. Potler (Sohrad and Euster, pp. 105 st 07 gives
references s regards peoples, widely dispersed i bhe Old World and the

R among whom e Joung women have. pracied prowituton. o
‘obtain a dowry. prost
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organized in such & way that they should not, i possbl, compete a3
prosituten with the recognizad and licemsed inhabi

ara, as the quarter in culed to which prostitutes are confined. The
giahas, of courwe, are not prostitutes, though their virtue may not
Slways e impreguable, and in social position. they correspond to
actreses in Europe.

Tn Kores, at all events before Korca fell into the hands of the
Jupanese, it vould seem that there was mo dininction between the
Clars o daocing girla and prostitutes. “Among the courtesans” Angus
Hamilton states, the mental abiltes are trained and developed with &
view to making them brilliant and entertining companions. These
“leaves of sunlight” are clled giaaing, and correspond to the grishas of
Japan.Offcially, they are attached to & department of government, and
e controlled by a bureas of their own, in common with the Court
inusiciang. They are supported from the national treasury, and they are
in evidente at oficial dinners and all palare entertainoents. They read
and reite; they dance and sing;_they bocome accomplished arists and
musicims. They drens with exceptional taste; they move with exced-
ing grace; they are delicate in appearance, very frail and ery human,
very tender, sympathtic, and imaginative” But though they are cer.
tainly the preticst women in Korea, move in the highest society, and
might become concubinen of the Buperor, they are not allowed fo
marry men of good class (Angus Humilton, Korea, p. 52).

The history of European prostitution, as of so many other
modem institutions, may properly be said to begin in Rome.
ere at the outset we already find that inconsistently mixed
attitude towards prostitution which to-day is still preserved. In
Greece it was in many respects different. Greece was nearer to
the days of religious prostitution, and the sincerity and refine-
ment of Greek civilization made it possible for the better kind of
prostitute to exert, and often be worthy to exert, an influence in
all departments of life which she has never been able to exercise
cince, except perhaps occasionally, in a much slighter degree, in

France. The course, vigorous, practical Roman was quite ready
to tolerate the prostitute, but he was not prepared to carry that
toleration to its logical results; he never felt bound to harmonize
inconsistent facts of life. Cicero, a moralist of no mean order,
without expressing approval of prostitution, yet could not under-
stand how anyone should wish to prohibit youths from commerce
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with prostitutes, such severity being out of harmony with all the
customs of the past o the present.! But the superior class of
Roman prostitutes, the bone mulieres, had no such dignified
position a8 the Greck hefairz. Their influence was indeed
immense, but it was confined, as it is in the case of their European
successors to-day, to fashions, customs, and arts. There was
always a cortain moral rigidity in the Roman which prevented
him from yielding far in this direction. He encouraged brothels,
but he only entered them with covered head and face concealed
in his cloak. Tn the same way, while he tolerated the prostitute,
beyond & certain point he sharply curtailed her privileges. Not
ouly was she deprived of all influence in the higher concerns of
life, but she might not even wear the vitta o the stola; she could
indeed go almost naked if she pleased, but she must not ape the
emblems of the respectable Roman matron.?

The rise of Christianity to political power produced on thel
[whole less change of policy than might have been anticipated.
The Christian rulers had to deal practically as best they might
with a very mixed, turbulent, and semi-pagan world. The le
ling fathers of the Church were inclined to tolerate prostitution
for the avoidance of greater evils, and Christian emperors, like|
their pagan predecessors, were willing to derive a tax from pros-
titution. The right of prostitution to exist was, however, no
llonger so unquestionably recognized a8 in pagan days, and from|
time to time some vigorous ruler sought to repress prostitution
by severe enactments. The younger Theodosius and Valentinian
definitely ordained that there should be no more brothels and that,
janyone giving shelter to a prostitute should be punished.
|Justinian confirmed that measure and ordered that all panders
were to be exiled on pain of death. These enactments were quite|
vain. But during a thousand years they were repeated again and|
again in various parts of Europe, and invariably with the same|
fruitless or worse than fruitles results. _Theodoric, king of the

TChoers, Oratio prd Cosli, Cap. XX.

= Bierrs Dutour, Hisiies do s Prosttation, vl i, Coa, XIXXX,
00 iy T i athode s ol £ e e of mrecing
0 scholarly n 18 methods, B ofeChe & groat mass of iterestnd
Tntormution; 1 satd to be Fau Tmrare e ® €7
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Visigoths, punished with death those who promoted prostitution,
and Tecared, a Catholic king of the same people in the sixth
century, prohibited prostitution altogether and ordered that &
prostitute, when found, should receive three hundred strokes of
the whip and be driven out of the city. Charlemagne, as well
a8 Genserich in Carthage, and later Frederick Barbarossa in
Germany, made severe laws against prostitution which were all
of 10 cffect, for even if they scemed to be effective for the time
the reaction was all the greater afterwards.!

Te is in France that the most persistent efforts have been
made to combat prostitution. Most notable of all were the|
efforts of the King and Saint, Louis IX. In 1254 St. Louis
ordained that prostitutes should be driven out altogether and|
deprived of all their money and goods, even to their mantles and
gowns. Tn 1256 he repeated this ordinance and in 1269, before|
setting out for the Crusades, he ordered the destruction of all
places of prostitution. The repetition of those decrees shows how
ineffectual they were. They even made matters worse, for pros-
titutes were forced fo mingle with the general population and|
their influence was thus extended. ~St. Louis was unable to put
down prostitution even in his own camp in the East, and it
cxisted outside his own tent. His legislation, however, was|
frequently imitated by subsequent rulers of France, even fo the
dle of the sesenteenth century, always with the same ineffect-
ual and worse results. In 1560 an edict of Charles IX abolished
brothels, but the number of prostitutes was thereby increased
rather than diminished, while many new kinds of brothels
appeared in unsuspected shapes and were more dangerous than|
the more recognized brothels which had been suppressed.? In
epite of all such legislation, or because of it, there has been no,
country in which prostitution has played a more conspicuous
part3

*Rabutaus, in his Histoire do la Pro

f. Dufous, op. oif vol. i,
ZDufour, op. otfy Vol vi, Ch. XL 1t was fa-the réign of the
homosexual Henry ITT that the tolerance of brothels was estal
Sn'the eighteenth century, eapecialy, houses of prostitution fn
tiained to an astonishing degree of claboration aad prosperity.

Par
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THE TRAFFIC IN WOMEN

Qur_REFoRMERs have suddenly made a great dis-
covery—the white slave traffic. The papers are full
of these “unheard-of conditions,” and lawmakers are
already planning a new set of laws to check the
horror.

It is significant that whenever the public mind is
to be diverted from a great social wrong, a crusade
is inaugurated against indecency, gambling, saloons,
etc. And what is the result of such crusades?
Gambling is increasing, saloons are doing a lively
business through back entrances, prostitution is at
its height, and the system of pimps and cadets is but
aggravated.

How is it that an institution, known almost to
every child, should have been discovered so suddenly?
How is it that this evil, known to all sociologists,
should now be made such an important issue?

To assume that the recent investigation of the
white slave traffic (and, by the way, a very superficial
investigation) has discovered anything new, is, to say
the least, very foolish. Prostitution has been, and is,
a widespread_evil, yet mankind goes on its business,
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perfectly indifferent to the sufferings and distress of
the victims of prostitution. As indifferent, indeed, as
‘mankind has remained to our industrial system, or to
economic prostitution.

Only when human sorrows are turned into a toy
with glaring colors will baby people become interested
—for a while at least. The people are a very fickle
baby that must have new toys every day. The
“righteous” cry against the white slave traffic is such
a tov. It serves to amuse the people for a little
while, and it will help to create a few more fat
political jobs—parasites who stalk about the world as
inspectors, investigators, detectives, and so forth.

[What is really the cause of the trade in women?]|
Not merely white women, but_yellow and black
women as well. the merci-
less Moloch of capitalism that fattens on underpaid
labor, thus driving thousands of women and girls
into prostitution. With Mrs. Warren these girls feel,
“Why waste your life working for a few shillings a
week in a scullery, eighteen hours a day?”

Naturally our reformers say nothing about this
cause. They know it well enough, but it doesn’t pay
to say anything about it. It is much more profitable
to play the Pharisee, to pretend an outraged morality,
than to go to the bottom of things.

However, there is one commendable exception
among the young writers: Reginald Wright Kauff-
man, whose work The House of Bondage is the first
earnest attempt to treat the social evil—not from a
sentimental Philistine viewpoint. A journalist of
wide experience, Mr. Kauffman proves that our in-
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dustrial system leaves most women no alternative
except prostitution. The women portrayed in The
House of Bondage belong to the working class. Had
the author portrayed the life of women in other
spheres, he would have been confronted with the same
state of affairs.

Nowhere is woman treated according to the merit
of her work, but rather as a sex. It is therefore
almost inevitable that she should pay for her right
to exist, to keep a position in whatever line, with
Sex favors. Thus i 15 merely @ question of degree
'whether she sells herself to one man, in or out of
marriage, or to many men. Whether our reformers|
admit it or not, the cconomic and social inferiority

Just at present our good people are shocked by
the disclosures that in New York City alone one
out of every ten women works in a factory, that the
average wage received by women is six dollars per
week for forty-eight to sixty hours of work, and
that the majority of female wage workers face many
months of idleness which leaves the average wage
about $280 a year. In view of these economic hor-
rors, is it to be wondered at that prostitution and
the white slave trade have become such dominant
factors?

Lest the preceding figures be considered an ex-
aggeration, it is well to examine what some author-
ities on prostitution have to say:

“A prolific cause of female depravity can be found
in the several tables, showing the description of the
employment pursued, and the wages received, by the
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women previous to their fall, and it will be a ques-
tion for the political economist to decide how far
mere business consideration should be an apology
on the part of employers for a reduction in their
rates of remuneration, and whether the savings of
a small percentage on wages is not more than coun-
terbalanced by the enormous amount of taxation
enforced on the public at large to defray the ex-
penses incurred on account of a system of vice,
which is the direct result, in many cases, of insuff-
cient compensation of honest labor.”*

Our present-day reformers would do well to look
into Dr, Sanger’s book, There they will find that out
of 2,000 cases under his observation, but few came
from the middle classes, from well-ordered condi-
tions, or pleasant homes. By far the largest majority
were working girls and working women; some driven
into prostitution through sheer want, others because
of a cruel, wretched life at home, others again be-
cause of thwarted and crippled physical natures (of
which T shall speak later on). Also it will do the
maintainers of purity and morality good to learn that
out of two thousand cases, 490 were married women,
women who lived with their husbands. Evidently
there was not much of a guaranty for their “safety
and purity” in the sanctity of marriage.

*Dr. Sanger, The History of Prostitution.

+1t is a significant fact that Dr. Sanger's book has been
excluded from the U. S. mails. Evidently the authorities are
not anxious that the public be informed as to the true cause
of prostitution.
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Dr. Alfred Blaschko, in Prostitution in_the Nine-
teenth Century, is even more emphatic in characteriz.
ing economic conditions as one of the most vital
factors of prostitution.

“Although prostitution has existed in all ages, it
was left to the nineteenth century to develop it into
a gigantic social institution. The development of in-
dustry with vast masses of people in the competitive
market, the growth and congestion of large cities,
the insecurity and uncertainty of employment, has
given prostitution an impetus never dreamed of at
any period in human history.”

And again Havelock Ellis, while not so absolute]
in dealing with the economic cause, is nevertheless|
compelled to admit that it is indirectly and directly|
the main cause. Thus he finds that a large percentage
of prostitutes is recruited from the servant class,
although the latter have less care and greater security.|
On the other hand, Mr. Ellis does not deny that|
the daily routine, the drudgery, the monotony of the
servant girl's lot, and especially the fact that shel
may never partake of the companionship and joy of
a home, is no mean factor in forcing her to seek|
recreation and forgetfulness in the gaiety and glim-
mer of prostitution. In other words, the servant girl,
being treated as a drudge, never having the right to)
herself, and worn out by the caprices of her mistress,|
can find an outlet, like the factory or shopgitl, only
in_prostitution.

The most amusing side of the question now be-
fore the public is the indignation of our “good,
R o e toec Al AT elvarions RGhrishar]
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gentlemen, who are always to be found in the front
ranks of every crusade. Is it that they are abso-
lutely ignorant of the history of religion, and es-
pecially of the Christian religion? Or is it that they
hope to blind the present generanon to the part
played in the past by_the Church in relation to pros-
titution? Whatever their reason, they should be the
last to cry out against the unfortunate victims of
today, since it is known to every intelligent student
that_prostitution is of religious origin, maintained and
fostered for many centuries, not as a shame, but as a
virtue, hailed as such by the Gods themselves.

“It would seem that the origin of prostitution is
lto be found primarily in a religious custom, religion,
lthe great conserver of social tradition, preserving in
la transformed shape a primitive freedom that was
[passing out of the general social life. The typical
lexample is that recorded by Herodotus, in the fifth
lcentury before Christ, at the Temple of Muylitta, the
[Babylonian Venus, where every woman, once in her
llife, had to come and give herself to the first stranger,
who threw a coin in her lap, to worship the goddess.
Very similar customs existed in other parts of west-
ern Asia, in North Africa, in Cyprus, and other
islands of the eastern Mediterranean, and also in
Greece, where the temple of Aphrodite on the fort at
[Corinth possessed over a thousand hierodules, dedi-
cated to the service of the goddess.

“The theory that religious prostitution developed,
as a general rule, out of the belief that the generative
activity of human beings possessed a mysterious and
sacred influence in promoting the fertility of Nature,
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is maintained by all authoritative writers on the sub-
ject. Gradually, however, and when prostitution be-

came an organized institution under priestly influence,
religious prostitution developed utilitarian sides, thus
helping to increase public revenue.

“The rise of Christianity to political power pro-
duced little change in policy. The leading fathers of
lthe Church tolerated prostitution. Brothels under
lmunicipal protection are found in the thirteenth cen-
tury. They constituted a sort of public service, the
directors of them being considered almost as public
|servants.”*

To this must be added the following from Dr.
Sanger’s work:

“Pope Clement II. issued a bull that prostitutes
would be tolerated if they pay a certain amount of
their earnings to the Church.

“Pope Sixtus 1V. was more practical; from one
single brothel, which he himself had built, he received
an income of 20,000 ducats.”

In modern times the Church is a little more care-
ful in that direction. At least she does not openly
demand tribute from prosmutcs She_finds it much
more_profitable to go in for real estate, like Trinity
Church, for instance, to rent out death traps at an
exorbitant price to those who live off and by prosti-
tution.

Much as I should like to, my space will not admit
speaking of prostitution in Egypt, Greece, Rome, and
during the Middle Ages. The conditions in the latter
period are particularly interesting, inasmuch as pros-

*Havelock Ellis, Sex and Society.
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titution was organized into guilds, presided over by a
brothel queen. These guilds employed strikes as a
medium of improving their condition and keeping a
standard price. Certainly that is more practical a
method than the one used by the modern wage-slave
in society.

1t would be one-sided and extremely superficial to
maintain that the economic factor is the only cause of
prostitution, There are others no less important and
vital. That, too, our reformers know, but dare dis-
cuss even less than the institution that saps the very
life out of both men and women.
the very mention of which causes most
people moral spasms.

It is a conceded fact that woman is being reared
as a sex_commodity, and yet she is kept in absolute
e : - 3
Everything dealing with that subject is suppressed,
and persons who attempt to bring light into this terri-
ble darkness are persecuted and thrown into prison.
Yet it is nevertheless true that so long as a girl is not
to know how to take care of herself, not to know the
function of the most important part of her life, we
need not be surprised if she becomes an easy prey {
prostitution, or to any other form of a relationship
which degrades her to the position of an object for
mere sex gratification.

Itis due to this fgnorance that the entire life and
nature of the girl is thwarted and crippled, We
have long ago taken it as a seli-evident fact that the
boy may follow the call of the wild; that is to say,
that the boy may, as soon as his sex nature asserts
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itself, satisfy that nature; but our moralists are scan-
dalized at the very thought that the nature of a girl
should assert itself. To the moralist prostitution does
not consist so much in the fact that the woman sells
her body, but rather that she sells it out of wedlock.
That this is no mere statement is proved by the fact
that marriage for monetary considerations is per-
fectly legitimate, sanctified by law and public opinion,
while any other union is condemned and repudiated.
Yet a prostitute, if properly defined, means nothing
else than “any person for whom sexual relationships
are subordinated to ga

“Those women are prostitutes who sell their
bodies for the exercise of the sexual act and make of
this a profession.”}

In fact, Banger goes further; he maintains that
the act of prostitution is “intrinsically equal to that
of a man or woman who contracts a marriage for
economic reasons.”

Of course, m:

h f
customs condemn them either to a life of celibacy or
prostitution. Human nature asserts itself regardless
of all laws, nor is there any plausible reason why
nature should adapt itself to a perverted conception
of morality.

iage is the goal of every girl, but
v i

ociety considers the sex experiences of a man
as attributes of his general development, while similar
experiences in the life of a woman are looked upon
as a terrible calamity, a loss of honor and of all that is

*Guyot, La Prostitution.
+ Banger, Criminalité et Condition Economique.
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(oo T wolle e Fomvan being] This double stande
ard_of morality bas played no lttle part in the crea-
tion and perpetuation of prostitution, 1t involves the
keeping of the young in absolute ignorance on sex
matters, which alleged “innocence,” together with an
helps to bring
about a state of affairs that our Puritans are so
anxious to avoid or prevent.

Not that the gratification of sex must needs lead
to prostitution; it is the crucl, heartless, criminal per-
secution of those who dare divert from the beaten
track, which is responsible for it.

Girls, mere children, work in_crowded, over-
heated rooms ten to twelve hours daily at a machine,
which tends to keep them_in a_constant over-excited
sex state, Many of these girls have no home or com-
forts of any kind; therefore the street or some place
of cheap amusement is the only means of forgetting
their daily routine. This naturally brings them into
close proximity with the other sex, It is hard to say
which of the two factors brings the girl's over-sexed
condition to a climax, but it is certainly the most
natural thing that a climax should result. That is the

rst step toward prostitution. Nor is the girl to be
held responsible for it. On the contrary, it is alto-
2 oty tl r_lack
derstanding, of our lack of appreciation of life in
he making: especially is it the criminal fault of our
moralists, who condemn a girl for all eternity, because
s % virtue”; that is,
because her first sex experience has taken place with-
out the sanction of the Church.
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The girl feels herself a complete outcast, with the
doors of home and society closed in her face. Her
entire training and tradition is such that the girl her-
self feels depraved and fallen, and therefore has no
ground to stand upon, or any hold that will lift her
up, instead of dragging her down. Thus society
creates the victims that it afterwards vainly attempts
to get rid of. The meanest, most depraved and
decrepit man still considers himself too good to take
as his wife the woman whose grace he was quite
willing to buy, even though he might thereby save her
from a life of horror. Nor can she turn to her own
sister for help. In her stupidity the latter deems her-
self too pure and chaste, not realizing that her own
position is in many respects even more deplorable
than her sister’s of the street.

“The wife who married for money, compared with
the prostitute,” says Havelock Ellis, “is the true scab.

She is paid less, gives much more in return in labor
and care, and is absolutely bound to her master. The
prostitute never signs away the right over her own
person, she retains her freedom and personal rights,
nor is she always compelled to submit to man’s
embrace.”

Nor does the better-than-thou woman realize the
apologist claim of Lecky that “though she may be
the supreme type of vice, she is also the most efficient
guardian of virtue. But for her, happy homes would
be polluted, unnatural and harmful practice would
abound.”

Moralists are ever ready to sacrifice one-half
of the human race for the sake of some miserable
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institution which they can not outgrow. As a matter
of fact, prostitution is no more a safeguard for the
against prostitution, Fully fifty per cent. of married
men are patrons of brothels. It is through this vir-
tuous element that the married women—nay, even
the children—are infected with venereal disecases.
Yet society has not a word of condemnation for the
man, while no law is too monstrous to be set in motion
against the helpless victim. She is not only preyed
upon by those who use her, but she is also absolutely
at the mercy of every policeman and miserable detect-
ive on the beat, the officials at the station house, the
authorities in every prison.

In a recent book by a woman who was for twelve
years the mistress of a “house,” are to be found the
following figures: “The authoritics compelled me to
pay every month fines between $14.70 to $29.70, the
girls would pay from $5.70 to $9.70 to the police.”
Considering that the writer did her business in a small
city, that the amounts she gives do not include extra
bribes and fines, one can readily see the tremendous
revenue the police department derives from the blood
money of its victims, whom it will not even protect.
Woe to those who refuse to pay their toll; they would
be rounded up like cattle, “if only to make a favorable
impression upon the good citizens of the city, or if the
powers needed extra money on the side. For the
warped mind who believes that a fallen woman is
incapable of human emotion it would be impossible to
realize the grief, the disgrace, the tears, the wounded
pride that was ours every time we were pulled in.”
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Strange, isn't it, that a woman who has kept a
“house” should be able to feel that way? But
stranger still that a good Christian world should bleed
and_fleece such women, and give them nothing in

return_except obloquy and persecution, Oh, for the
charity of a Christian world!

Much stress is laid on white slaves being imported
into America. How would America ever retain her
virtue if Europe did not help her out? I will not
deny that this may be the case in some instances, any
more than I will deny that there are emissaries of
Germany and other countries luring economic slaves
into America; but I absolutely deny that prostitution
is_recruited to any appreciable extent from Europe.
It may be true that the majority of prostitutes of New
York City are forcigners, but that is because the
majority of the population is foreign. The moment
we go to any other American city, to Chicago or the
Middle West, we shall find that the number of foreign
prostitutes is by far a minority.

Equally exaggerated is the belicf that the majority
of street girls in this city were engaged in this busi-
ness before they came to America. Most of the girls
speak excellent English, are Americanized in habits
and appearance,—a thing absolutely impossible unless
they had lived in this country many years. That is,
they were driven into prostitution by American condi-
tions, by the thoroughly American custom for ex-
cessive display of finery and clothes, which, of course,
necessitates money,—money that cannot be earned in
shops or factories.

In other words, there is no reason to believe that
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any set of men would go to the risk and expense of
getting foreign products, when American conditions
are overflooding the market with thousands of girls.
On the other hand, there is sufficient evidence to prove
that £ American girls for the purpose of
prostitution is by no means a small factor.

Thus Clifford G. Roe, ex-Assistant State Attorney
of Cook County, IIL, makes the open charge that New.
England girls are shipped to Panama for the express
use of men in the employ of Uncle Sam. Mr. Roe
adds that “there seems to be an underground railroad
between Boston and Washington which many girls
travel” Is it not significant that the railroad should
lead to the very seat of Federal authority? That Mr.
Roe said more than was desired in certain quarters
is proved by the fact that he lost his position. It is
not practical for men in office to tell tales from school.

The excuse given for the conditions in Panama is
that there are no brothels in the Canal Zone. That is
the usual avenue of escape for a hypocritical world
that dares not face the truth. Not in the Canal Zone,
not in the city limits,—therefore prostitution does not
exist.

Next to Mr. Roe, there is James Bronson Rey-
nolds, who has horough study of the white
slave traffic in Asia, As a staunch American citizen
and friend of the future Napoleon of America, Theo-
dore Roosevelt, he is surely the last to discredit the
virtue of his country. Yet we are informed by him
that in Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Yokohama, the
Augean stables of American vice are located. There
American prostitutes have made themselves 5o con-





image27.png
THE TRAFFIC IN WOMEN 197

spicuous that in the Orient “American girl” is synony-
mous_with_prostitute. Mr. Reynolds reminds his
countrymen that while Americans in China are under
the protection of our consular representatives, the
Chinese in America have no protection at all. Every
one who knows the brutal and barbarous persecution
Chinese and Japanese endure on the Pacific Coast,
will agree with Mr. Reynolds.

In view of the above facts it is rather absurd to
point to Europe as the swamp whence come all the
social diseases of America. Just as absurd is it to
proclaim the myth that the Jews furnish the largest
contingent of willing prey. 1 am sure that no one
will accuse me of nationalistic tendencies. I am glad
to say that I have developed out of them, as out of
many_other prejudices. If, therefore, I resent the
statement that Jewish prostitutes are imported, it is
not because of any Judaistic sympathies, but because
of the facts inherent in the lives of these people. No
one but the most superficial will claim that Jewish
girls migrate to strange lands, unless they have some
tie or relation that brings them there. The Jewish
girl is not adventurous. Until recent years she had
never left home, not even so far as the next village or
town, except it were to visit some relative. Is it then
credible that Jewish girls would leave their parents or
families, travel thousands of miles to strange lands,
through the influence and promises of strange forces?
Go to any of the large incoming steamers and see for
yourself if these girls do not come either with their
parents, brothers, aunts, or other kinsfolk. There
may be exceptions, of course, but to state that large





image28.png
198 ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS

numbers of Jewish girls are imported for prostitution,
or any other purpose, is simply not to know Jewish
psychology.

Those who sit in a glass house do wrong to throw
stones about them; besides, the American glass house
is rather thin, it will break easily, and the interior is
anything but a gainly sight.

To ascribe the increase of prostitution to alleged

to the growth of the [cadet system] o
similar causes, is highly superficial. 1 have already
referred to the former. As to the cadet system,
abhorrent as it is, we must not ignore the fact that it
is essentially a phase of modern prostitution—a phase
accentuated by suppression and graft, resulting from
sporadic crusades against the social evil.

The procurer is no doubt a poor specimen of the
human family, but in what manner is he more des-
picable than the policeman who takes the last cent
from the street walker, and then locks her up in the
station house? Why is the cadet more criminal, or a
greater menace to society, than the owners of depart-
ment stores and factories, who grow fat on the sweat
of their victims, only to drive them to the streets?
1 make no plea for the cadet, but I fail to see why
he should be mercilessly hounded, while the real per-
respect, Then, too, it is well to remember that it is
not the cadet who makes the prostitute. It is our

m_and_hypocrisy rostitute
and_the cadet,

Until 1894 very little was known in America of
the procurer. Then we were attacked by an epidemic
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of virtue. Vice was to be abolished, the country puri-
fied at all cost. The social cancer was therefore
driven out of sight, but deeper into the body. Keep-
ers of brothels, as well as their unfortunate victims,
were turned over to the tender mercies of the police.
The inevitable consequence of exorbitant bribes, and
the penitentiary, followed.

While comparatively protected in the brothels,
where they represented a certain monetary value, the
girls now found themselves on the street, absolutely
at the mercy of the graft-greedy police. Desperate,
need; rotection _and I
girls naturally proved an easy prey for cadets, them-
selves the result of the spirit of our commercial age.

Thus the cadet system was the direct outgrowth of]
police persecution, graft, and attempted suppression
of prostitution. It were sheer folly to confound this

modern phase of the social evil with the causes of the
Tatter.

Mere suppression and barbaric enactments can
serve but to embitter, and further degrade, the unfor-
tunate victims of ignorance and stupidity. The latter
has reached its highest expression in the proposed law
to make humane treatment of prostitutes a crime,
punishing any one sheltering a prostitute with five
years’ imprisonment and $10,000 fine. Such an atti-
tude merely exposes the terrible lack of understanding
of the true causes of prostitution, as a al_factor,
as_well as manifesting the Puritanic spirit of the
Scarlet Letter days.

There is not a single modern writer on the s_uh ject
who does not refer to the utter futility of legislative





image30.png
200 ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS

methods in coping with the issue, Thus Dr. Blaschko

finds that governmental suppression and moral cru-
sades accomplish nothing save driving the evil into
secret_channels, multiplying its dangers to society.
Havelock Ellis, the most thorough and humane stu-|
dent of prostitution, proves by a wealth of data that
the more stringent the methods of persecution the|
worse the condition becomes. Among other data we|
learn that in France, “in 1560, Charles IX. abolished
brothels through an edict, but the numbers of prosti-|
tutes were only increased, while many new brothels
appeared in unsuspected shapes, and were more dan-
gerous. In spite of all such legislation, or because of
it, there has been no country in which prostitution has
played a more conspicuous part.”*

An educated public opinion, freed from the legal
and moral hounding of the prostitute, can alone help
to ameliorate present conditions. Wilful shutting of
eyes and ignoring of the evil as a social factor of
modern life, can but aggravate matters. We must rise
above our foolish notions of “better than thou,” and
learn to recognize in the prostitute a product of social
conditions. Such a realization will sweep away the
attitude of hypocrisy, and insure a_greater under-

standing and more humane treatment. As to a thor-
ough eradication of prostitution, nothing can accom-
plish that save a complete transvaluation of all
accepted values—especially the moral ones—coupled
with the abolition of industrial slavery.

*Sex and Society,
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impoded by upusually early marrisges”! The repression of
sexual intimacies outside marriage is & phenomenon of civiliza-
tion, but it is not itself by any means a measure of & people’s
general level, and may, therefore, begin to appear at an early
period. But it is important to remember that the primitive and
rudimentary forms of prostitution, when they occur, are merely
temporary, and frequently—though not invariably—involve no
degrading influence on the woman in public estimation, some-
times indeed increasing her value s & wife. The woman who
sells hersel for money purely a3 a professional matter, without
any thought of love or passion, and who, by virtue of her pro-
fession, belongs to a pariah class defiitely and rigidly excluded
from the main body of her sex, s a phenomenon which can
seldom be found except in developed civilization. Tt is alto-
gether incorrect to speak of prostitutes as & mere survival from
primitive times.

On the whole, while among savages sexusl relationships are
sometimes frée before marriage, as well g on the occasion of
specal festivals, they are rarely truly promiscuous and still mare
rarely venal. When savage women nowadays sell themselves, or
are sold by their husbands, it has ususlly been found that we are
concerned with the contamination of European civilization.

"The definite ways in which professional prostitution may
arise are no doubt many.? - We may assent to the gencral principle,
laid down by Schurtz, that wheneser the free union of young
people is impeded under conditions in which early marriage is
also difficult prostitution must certainly arise. There are, how-
ever, different ways in which this principle may take shape. So
far as our western civilization is concerned—the civilization, that

LH Schurts, Altersklassen und Mimmerbinde, 1002, p. 100, Tn
this work Schurtz brings ogether (pp. 150-201) some examples o the
gorma of prostitution Among primitive pooples, Many facts and. refer.
e are v by Westrmark iy of Human Morviage, p. 5
“'seq. and Origin and Devclopment of (he Moral 1deas, vl i, pp 441
g

3Bachoten (more espcialy In bix Muttrrcht nd sage von
Tanaquil) acgued that even Teligions proxitution prang from. the
roxnianco of primitive instincts fa the ingividuabsation of love.  Cf.
Robertson Smit, Religion of Semises, second edition, p. 0.
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is to say, which has its cradle in the Mediterranean basin—it
would seem that the origin of prostitution s to be found pri-
marily in a religions custom, religion, the great conserver of
social traditions, preserving in a transformed shape a primitive
freedom that was passing out of general social life.! The typical
example is thet recorded by Herodotus, in the fifth century
before Christ, at the temple of Mylitta, the Babylonian Venus,
where every woman once in her lfe had to come and give herself
to the first stranger who threw a coin in her lap, in worship of
the goddess. The money could not be refused, however small the
amount, but it was given as an offertory to the temple, and the
woman, having followed the man and thus made oblation to
Mylitta, returned home and lived chastely ever afterwards.2 Very
similar customs existed in other parts of Western Asia, in North
Africa, in Cyprus and other islands of the Eastern Mediterranean,
and also in Greece, where the Temple of Aphrodite on the fort at
Corinth possested over & thousand hierodules, dedicated to the
service of the goddess, from time fo time, as Strabo states, by
those who desired to make thank-offering for mercies vouchsafed
to them. Pindar refers to the hospitable young Corinthian
women ministrants whose thoughts often tun towards Ourania,

1 Whatever the reason may be, there can be no doubt that there is
2 widenpread tendency for seligon i prowituion Lo be associaied
s possbly 1o some ‘extnt. & apecial G of that general connechion
betheen the relgions and sexual mmpulses which has been discaased else
Whero (Appendix C to vol. & of thes Studica). Thua A, 5. Elie, in his
Vook on The Bue.apeating Proples of Wert djrica (pp. 124, 141) staten
Tout e omen st e s o becomt romhbcuons. protiates
Foiloays, Ch, XVI) brings togeiher many fabts soncern:
i distibation of rligous prostiuton.

Bk, 1, Ch. CXCIX; Baruch, Ch. VI, p. 43. Mol
scholars confrm fhe statementa of Hetodotus from the stady of Baby
o et o et e el o prosinien

S0 larze . piace ar he gives It, A tablet of the Gilgamash opic,
‘Socording o Morri Justrow, reert o prostitutes 4 attengants of the

Tk (or Erech), which was thus & centxe, and
Perhp {he el centre, of the rites dexcibed by Herodobus. (Morria
Jutidn The Retion o Batpionis and doere, T, 3 15, 1elar
s e o iy, e ot oier thepr
Tero el atiached i M o ip e 6ok pact I evemontes
ntended To symiboliae fetlity. Thewe. priestsses of
by the general name Kadishto, “the holy ones” (op. ei

htar wore known
- Pp. 485, 860).
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Aphrodite? in whose temple they burned incense; and Athenmus
‘mentions the importance that was attached to the prayers of the
Corinthian prostitutes in any national calamity.

We scem here to be in the presence, not merely of a relig-
iously preserved survival of a greater séxusl freedom formerly
existing,® but of  specialized and ritualized development of that
primitive cult of the generative forces of Nature which involves
the belief that all natural fruitfulness is associated with, and
promoted by, acts of human sexual intercourse which thus
acquire & religious significance. At a later stage acts of sexual
intercourse having a religious significance become specialized and
localized in temples, and by a rational transition of ideas it
becomes believed that such acts of sexual intercourse in the serv-
ice of the god, or with persons devoted to the gods service,
brought benefits o the individual who performed them, more
especially, if a woman, by insuring her fertility. Among primi-
tive peoples generally this conception is embodied mainly in
scasonal festivals, but among the peoples of Western Asia who had
ceased to be primitive, and among whom traditional priestly and
bieratic influences had acquired very great influence, the earlier

11 i usual among modern writers to associate Aphrodite
demon, rather.than Oursnia, with venal or' promiscuous Lexvalit, but
his v complets mistake, fo the Aphrodito Pandemos was purely poit

o T . oo shgmtcince” Tt mivake wan nitoduced! s
aps intentionally, by Plato. Tt ha bern mugeosied that that arch-Jug
Fior, who diiked democratic idtas, purpowly st fo pervert and
Vulgariae the conception of Aphrodite andemos (Farnel, Gabe of Greck
Fiaten, ol i, 3. 650)

% Athenmus, B, xii, cap. XXXIL. Tt appears that the only other
Hellene commuity where the temple cuit Jnvolved unchastity was &
city of the Taerd Epiaephyri (Farnel, op.cis vol. 1, . 630)

3T do not xay an earler “promiscuity.” for the theory of a primi
tive sexual promiseuity I now widely disredited, though there can be
20 reasonable doubt that the sary prevalemoe of motherright was more
favariic o he sl feedom of wamen than the i ptsarchl
eystem.  Thun in very carly Egyptian daye  woman could give her
Tavors o any man-she chose by sending him her garment, even if she
were masried. 'Tn time the growth of the Tight of men 1ed o this being
Tegnried an criminal, but e priestesses of Amen retained the privl
Lo"The Jant, wx being under divine protecton (Fiinders Petrle, Bgyphian
Tales, pp. 10, 48). © ©
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generative cult had thus, it seems probable, naturally changed
its form in becoming attached to the temples.t

The theory that religious prostitution developed, as & general rule,
Jout of the belief that, tho generative activity of human beings possessed
a mysterious and sacred influence in promoting the fertility of Nature
generally seems to have been first et forth by Manshardt in his Antike
Wald- und Feldkulte (pp. 253 ct seq). It is supported by Dr. F. S.
Krauss (“Beisehlafauatibung ala Kulthandlung.” Anthropophyteia, vol.
il p. 20), who refers to the significant fact that in Baruch's time, at &
period long anterior to Herodotus, sacred prostitution took place under
the trees.  Dr. J. G. Frazer has more especialy developed this concep-
tion of the origin of sacred prostitution in his Adowis, Attis, Oviria, He
thus summarizes b : “We may concludo that a great.
Mother Goddess, the personification of all the reproductive energios of
mature, was worshipped under different names, but with & substanti

similazity of myth snd ritual by many peoples of western Asin; that
associated with her was a lover, or rather series of lovers, divine yet
‘mortal, with whom she mated year by year, their commerce being deemed
easential to the propagation of animala and plants, each in their several
kind; and farther, that the fabulous union of the divine pair was sim.
ulated, and, as it were, multiplied on earth by the real, though tem.
porary, union of the human sexes at the sanctuary of the goddess for
tho sake of thereby ensuring the fruitfulness of the ground and. the
increase of man and beast. In course of time, aa the institution of
Individual marrisge grew in favor, and the old communiam fll more and
‘more into discredit, the revival of the ancient practie, even for & single
occasion in a woman's life, became ever more repugnant to the moral
sense of the people, and accordingly they resorted to various expedients
for evading in practice the obligation which they still acknowledged in
theory. . . . . But while the majority of women thus contrived to
bserve the form of religion without sacrificing their virtue, it was still
thought necessary 1o the general welfare that a cerlain number of them
should discharge the old obligation in the old way. These became
prostitutes, either for lfe or for a term of years. at one of the temples:
dedicated o the service of religion, they were invested with & mered

TTE should be added that Farnell (“The Position of Women in
Ancint Religon” vk ir Religionnitsenahaft, 1004 1. 88) e
in the religioun prostitution of Babylonis. 4 a special religious
TnRetion o The oot of Besteonne s (o AT
order to safeguard the husband from the mystic dangers of defloration;
E. S. Hartland, also_(“Concerning the Rite at the Temple of Mylitta

1
Theory 1s not! however, generally accepted by Semitie scholurs.




