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This article offers a historical perspective on the bearing of the Christian tradition on
humans’ ethical relations with other animals. Instead of focusing on major theologians
and canonical texts, this article turns to the initiatives taken by laity and clergy in the
mobilization of their antivivisection cause in the last quarter of the 1gth century. It re-
veals that despite the lack of institutional support from major Churches, many reformers
sympathetic to Christian ideals relied on Christianity as their moral foundation, utiliz-
ing various recourses associated with it in their fight against animal experimentation.
These reformers appropriated the concepts of sin and self-sacrifice and the notion of
the incarnate Christ, as well as critiques against scientific knowledge and materialism
permeating the wider conflict between religion and science at the time. In this wide-
ranging mobilization of resources associated with the Christian religious tradition, they
sustained a generation of activism against animal experimentation while, at the same
time, recreating a positive Christian subtradition in animal ethics.
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The role of Christianity in influencing human—animal relationships has occupied the at-
tention of scholars since the rise of the movement for nonhuman animals in the West in
the 1970s. Early writers, such as Peter Singer (1975) and Andrew Linzey (1976, 1987),
pointed to the anthropocentric and instrumentalist tendency in the Christian tradition as
having a negative impact on people’s treatment of other animals. In the course of critical
assessment, beginning in the 19gos, Linzey and others sought insights from Christian-
ity in the construction of a positive animal ethic through the reinterpretation of texts
and the discovery of a more diverse range of sources, such as the apocryphal writings
of the Christian tradition (Linzey, 1994; Linzey & Cohn-Sherbok, 1997; Webb, 1998;
Wennberg, 2003). With the continued growth of scholarship in the area of religion and
animals over the past two decades and the increasingly multidisciplinary nature of these
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inquiries, the multiplicity of views within Christian and other religious traditions and the
multifarious levels of intersection between the two subjects have further complicated our
understanding of the field (Waldau & Patten, 2006). It seems no longer possible to regard
Christianity as a homogeneous tradition with an unambiguous impact on human—animal
relations. Furthermore, the overwhelmingly negative view of the Christian tradition in
relation to animal ethics (Wise, 2001) has become one of many “cultural myths” of the
age that warrant reexamination (Preece, 1999).

In this article, I wish to further complement our understanding of the impact of
Christianity on human—animal relations by adopting a historical perspective that focuses
not on the canonical texts, major theologians, or official positions of the Churches, but
on the interpretation and appropriation of the Christian tradition by members of the
grassroots British antivivisection movement in the 1g9th century. I will establish that in
this first historical movement against animal experimentation, the majority of participants
relied on the Christian religion as the moral foundation for their cause and actively ap-
propriated related theological, moral, and emotional resources in order to further the
objectives of the movement. I will demonstrate that many clergy and laypeople who acted
on their own conscience, despite the lack of official support from the major Churches at
this time, ardently embraced the Christian tradition in adopting a repertoire of positive
resources in their fight against animal experimentation.

A MORAL AND RELIGIOUS CAUSE

Our cause is the cause of true progress, the sacred cause of humanity, the cause of Christ.
—John Verschoyle (1884, p. 232)

Antivivisection agitations flared in the 1870s as advancements in experimental physiol-
ogy were made in Britain (Coleman & Holmes, 1988; Geison, 1978). In 1875, a Royal
Commission on Vivisection was appointed to investigate the nature and extent of the
practice. In 1876, with intensive lobbying from both the biomedical community and
the anticruelty movement, the Cruelty to Animals Act was passed. This act, though it
established a licensing and inspection system for regulating live animal experimentation,
greatly disappointed the antivivisectionists.! In the same year, five major societies for the
abolition of vivisection were founded. Over the next few decades, local branches of these
organizations as well as approximately a dozen other independent societies appeared in
major cities throughout Britain. This broad-based grassroots movement (French, 1975;
Kean, 1995; Richards, 1986, 1992; Ritvo, 1984; Rupke, 1987) was composed largely of
middle- and upper-class activists. The antivivisection movement widely adopted the
repertoire of mass protests of the time, such as mass petitions, literature distribution,
letters to the editor, poster displays, itinerary lectures, and public meetings, in its attempt
to inform and agitate.

Though it is not fully recognized in the secularized culture of animal activism today,
historians earlier identified the evangelical root and religious character of the 1gth-century
antivivisection movement (French, 1975; Harrison, 1982; Kean, 19g8; Ritvo, 1987; Ste-
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venson, 1956). From the late 18th century onward, an intense evangelical revival swept
the Anglican and Nonconformist churches. Emphasizing atonement for sin, the primacy
of conscience, and salvation through faith and characterized by a fervent zeal to spread
the gospel and to do good work, this evangelical current had a significant influence on
individuals™ personal and family lives as well as the political and social life of the nation
(Bebbington, 1989; Hilton, 1988). In particular, it deeply affected the sphere of public
morals and helped fuel a long tradition of moral reforms, from abolition of the slave
trade and the prevention of cruelty against children and animals to temperance, Sabbath-
keeping, prison reform, and the suppression of vices such as gambling and prostitution
(Harrison, 1982; Hunt, 2004; Roberts, 2004). Moral reformers, drawn largely from the
middle classes, were concerned with the immorality and irreligiosity of the nation and
tended to view social issues in moral and theological terms, framing their discourses ac-
cordingly and constantly appealing to religious sentiment and the moral conscience of
the country deeply ingrained within the evangelical ethos. The antivivisection movement,
being an offshoot of the anticruelty movement that rode the tide of moral reform from
the early 1gth century, constituted part of the moral reform tradition and shared many
of its characteristics.

As with most moral reform causes of the time, the mainstream antivivisection move-
ment posed as a movement fighting for a religious as well as moral cause from the be-
ginning of the agitation. Though it was by no means a solely Christian movement, the
Christian religion became a common banner under which the majority of reformers
rallied, seeking inspiration and justification for their commitment and actions. Stevenson
(1956) was the first to discuss this “ecumenical” nature of the antivivisection movement
(p. 125). Using the common ground of the Christian faith, laypeople and clergy of differ-
ent denominations and even people who had rejected formal Christianity but remained
sympathetic to Christian moral ideals were able to transcend their religious differences
and work together closely. For example, the most influential organization of the time, the
Society for the Protection of Animals Liable to Vivisection (generally referred to as the
Victorian Street Society, hereafter denoted as VSS) had Lord Shaftesbury (the “evangeli-
cal of evangelicals” of the age), the Archbishop of York, and Roman Catholic Cardinal
Henry Manning acting as its president and vice presidents (Society for the Protection
of Animals [VSS], 1876). The VSS, on the other hand, was led by Frances Power Cobbe
(Hamilton, 2006; Mitchell, 2004; Peacock, 2002; Williamson, 2005), a feminist and deist
writer on theological issues who earlier had rebelled against the evangelical tradition in
which she was raised but nonetheless retained a strong belief in the idea of a beneficent
creator and a divinely instilled morality. Early on in the campaign, Cobbe (1876), who
was most vocal in declaring the religious basis of the movement, proclaimed in the an-
tivivisectionist newspaper the Home Chronicler, “Our work, then, must be a slow and
steady one; a Social, not a Political movement; an ethical and religious propagandism,
rather than a Parliamentary agitation” (p. 201). Aware of the religious sentiment behind
the antivivisection movement and in the country at large, parliamentary spokesmen of the
movement also adopted this moral high ground in their agitation for the antivivisection
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cause. Lord Shaftesbury, the most prominent evangelical philanthropist and parliamentar-
ian during the second half of the 1gth century, spoke forcefully in Parliament in support
of the antivivisection bill in 1876:

It was with many of them not simply a matter of feeling, it was one of religion. He did
not believe that it could be eradicated; he hardly believed that it could be partially
subdued. A violent unqualified opposition to their wishes might bring on such expres-
sions of sentiment as would end in the most coercive measures. (“Cruelty to Animals
Bill,” 1876, p. 1021)

The Earl of Carnarvon, the prime mover of the 1876 Act with Shaftesbury, expressed
similar views in the House of Lords in 1879:

If the opinion got abroad that the Government was careless as to the enforcing of the
restrictions contained in the Act . . . a strong feeling of indignation would be aroused in
some of the most powerful classes, who viewed this question, not merely as a matter of
sentiment, but as one of gratitude and religion. (“Cruelty to Animals Bill,” 1879, p. 434)

This common self-portrayal, however, by no means suggests that the antivivisection move-
ment was homogeneously composed of Christians alone. Even from within the antivivisec-
tion camp, from time to time protests were raised by freethinkers and secularists against
their coworkers’ regular assertion of the movement as an exclusively Christian one and
the labeling of its opponents as atheists (Salt, 19o4). Furthermore, the Protestant identity
and nationalist rhetoric, wielded by participants in the movement who equated the virtue
of animal protection with the humane Christian civilization that Britain most notably
exemplified, worked also to alienate people of other faiths (Ritvo, 1987, p. 130), and the
movement had not been unduly accused of being anti-Catholic and anti-Semitic, feel-
ings prevalent also in society at large (French, 1975, p. 347; Rubens, 1894; Williamson,
2005, pp- 185-188).

Perhaps the best examples of profuse religious sentiment and the mobilizing functions
it served were in the many great and small meetings attended mostly by workers who had
been converted to the cause. These meetings were the occasions when workers assembled,
shared their innermost convictions, and strengthened their collective determination to
fight for the cause. At these often feverish meetings held throughout the country, Christian
faith and morality were frequently proclaimed with great vitality, and the sinfulness of
painful experimentation on nonhuman animals was fiercely condemned as violating the
spirit of Christianity. For example, at the inaugural meeting of the Glasgow Branch of the
Scottish Society for the Total Suppression of Vivisection, hearty applause accompanied
the declaration that the group “took their stand on religious grounds, believing that the
Almighty had decreed that all His creatures should be treated with mercy and kindness”
(“Home Intelligence,” 1896, p. 322). Applause also greeted the Bishop of Manchester’s
words at the annual meeting of the Manchester Branch of the VSS in 1896, when he stated
that vivisection “is an abuse of power . .. contrary to the will of God [and] atrociously
wrong” (“Annual Meeting of the Manchester Branch,” 1896, p. 328). Cries of “hear, hear”
roared out at the annual meeting of the Manchester Anti-Vivisection Society in 1897,
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when the chairman proclaimed that the “great aim” of their committee was “the glory of
God and the good of man” (Annual meeting of the Manchester Society, 1897, p. 212).
The feverish religious atmosphere at these great gatherings sometimes cast a fearful,
self-righteous image over the antivivisection campaign, especially when enthusiastic faith
in the absolute rightness and holiness of the cause was expressed without reservation.
Edward Berdoe, an antivivisection medical doctor and Browning expert with a deep
Christian faith, when concluding a meeting of the Cheltenham Branch of the National
Anti-Vivisection Society (NAVS), proclaimed,

The cause of Anti-Vivisection is holy and must win the end.

For Right is Right since God is God,

And Right the day shall win,

To doubt would be disloyalty,

To falter would be sin. (Applause.) (Important meeting in Cheltenham, 1899, p. 219)

Mrs. Henry Lee, wife of a noted consulting surgeon and a frequent speaker at antivivisec-
tion meetings, also consistently combined explicit religious rhetoric with the emotional,
provocative evangelical style of oratory that aimed perhaps less at persuading opponents
than at reinforcing the conviction of the converted. Note how she used a mass platform
to bring the Christian faith and Jesus Christ into the center of attention, exploiting the
emotional force behind the vague, yet powerful concept of the battle between the power
of Christ and the power of evil at a public demonstration of the London Anti-Vivisection
Society (LAVS) at St. James Hall in 189g:

Pure humanitarianism alone can never avail effectually to stem the tide of misery and
wrong. Ah! doubt it not . . . there stands One in our midst to-night Whose form is like
the Son of God, and He pleads with us to persevere in this mighty warfare against the
powers of evil. If we would succeed in this work of mercy, the Saviour of the world must
ever be the central figure on our platform. See to it, friends, that we fight this great
battle in His strength, ever looking to Him for help and guidance, always remembering
that by His Cross alone this evil, like all other evils, shall finally be overthrown. (Loud
applause.) (London Anti-Vivisection Society [LAVS], 1899, p. 26)

Following Mrs. Lee’s conclusion with a militant Christian hymn—"Onward, Christian
soldiers / marching as to war / with the Cross of Jesus / going on before” (LAVS, 1899,
p. 26)—loud and prolonged cheering erupted. If vivisection had not been mentioned,
the speech easily could have been mistaken for any revivalist missionary gathering or
Barracks meeting of the Salvation Army.

SELF-SACRIFICE VERSUS SELFISHNESS

In terms of discourse, the antivivisection movement widely utilized Christian themes
developed by the anticruelty movement since the 1820s, such as the extension of God’s
merciful spirit to all creatures, humankind’s stewardship of creation, and the obligation
to be God-like and merciful toward other animals (Li, 2000). For antivivisectionists,
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the “atrocities” taking place in laboratories marked the gravest possible breach of trust
toward defenseless animals who had been entrusted to humans by God. In addition to
the arguments against cruelty to animals, antivivisectionists further appropriated the
theological conception of “sin” that was central to evangelical thought. Though cruelty
had long been considered a sin against God and a degradation of human nature, the
idea of sin was not as persistently emphasized in the anticruelty movement as it was
in antivivisection campaigns. From Lord Shaftesbury’s first condemnation of animal
experimentation as “an abominable sin,” this discourse was widely adopted in the move-
ment and soon became a standard description of the practice of vivisectors. Two decades
later, in 1898, Cobbe was still saying of the movement, “Our guiding principle, for the
last twenty years, has been that vivisection is ‘an abominable sin’ (Shaftesbury’s com-
ment) and no more to be sanctioned and licensed than robbery or rape” (Cobbe, 1898,
p. 171). Upon its foundation in the same year, the British Union Against Vivisection
(BUAV) also adopted “Vivisection Is a Sin” as its watchword (“Our Cause,” 1902, p.
40). Complementary to an emphasis on the sinful nature of vivisection was a long list of
negative adjectives with religious overtones, such as “evil,” “fiendish,” “diabolic,” “hell-
ish,” “devilish,” “Satanic,” and “blasphemous,” frequently used by antivivisectionists to
convey their stance on the abominable nature of vivisection. These terms, which invited
accusations concerning the movement’s intemperate and malicious nature, need to be
understood within the religious frame through which most antivivisectionists perceived
the nature of animal experimentation.

The special nature of experimental cruelty also brought forth new emotions and
required new discourses to embody and articulate the campaigners’ indignation. In this
respect, the concept of self-sacrifice was an archetypical theological concept from which
a series of derivative discourses and powerful images were evoked in order to create a
concerted impression against new developments in physiological science. The spirit of
self-sacrifice, derived from the evangelical doctrine of Christ’s atonement for the sins of
humankind through His crucifixion on the cross, was one of the most highly regarded
virtues held by Victorian society (Hilton, 1988). This ethical ideal, together with the
moral exemplar of Christ, carried a sustained cultural resonance despite developments
such as biblical criticism, geological discoveries, evolutionary theories, and an intense
social conscience, which had posed great challenges to traditional Christian beliefs in
Victorian society. The theme of self-sacrifice was commonly evoked in Victorian social
and political life, readily drawn on by reform movements such as the suffragist and
socialist movements, and upheld by individuals who had lost the outer garment of their
evangelical faith but nonetheless retained their inner conscience (Collini, 1991; Har-
rison, 1990, pp. 120—130).

In the eyes of many antivivisectionists, animal experimentation differed from other
forms of cruelty in that the pain and death suffered by animals were a result not of human
rage, drunkenness, negligence, indifference, or ignorance, but of calculated, conscious
acts designed to advance medical knowledge. This “sacrifice,” made by animals for the
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“higher and nobler” race of humankind, was in direct contradiction to the spirit of the
crucified Christ, which called on the strong to serve and make sacrifice for the weak,
rather than vice versa. Henry Nutcombe Oxenham, a Roman Catholic convert from
Anglicanism and ecumenist who served on the executive committee of the International
Association for the Total Suppression of Vivisection, stated of animals in Moral and Re-
ligious Estimate of Vivisection, “Their very inferiority and dependence on us . . . gives
them that claim upon our kindness which the weak have upon the strong, and which
it has been a special function and glory of Christianity to enforce” (Oxenham, 1878, p.
13). In a sermon on vivisection and Christianity, another speaker stressed that “the es-
sence of Christianity is sacrifice of the higher for the lower. Hold up in every vivisection
laboratory the Cross of Jesus, and then you have in awful contrast God’s way towards
noble ends, and man’s” (“The Pulpit,” 1902, p. 51). One member of the Church Anti-
Vivisection League (CAVL) so exposited on the sacrificial spirit:

“Noblesse oblige,” is not this the great lesson of the Incarnation—the Highest sacrificing
Himself for the lowest. “Noblesse dispense,” is on the contrary the motto of the vivisec-
tor. To the real or fancied good of the higher animal, all beneath him must be ruthlessly
sacrificed. Can there be a sharper contrast than that which exists between the spirit
of Christ and the spirit of vivisection? (Church Anti-Vivisection League, n.d., p. 12)

In contrast to the Christian spirit of self-sacrifice were cowardice and selfishness, which
in the eyes of the antivivisectionists were the roots of all evil and characterized the very
nature of animal experimentation. Practices that sacrificed other species to relieve hu-
mankind of death and disease, as well as the prevalent public concern about bodily health
without regard for spiritual principles, were to them signs of the ever-increasing cowardice
and selfishness of the time that contrasted with the ideal of self-sacrifice (Adams, 1882;
Morris, 18go; Ouida, 19oo—1901). The dichotomy between selfishness and self-sacrifice,
or egoism and altruism, had been a dominating theme in the Victorian public’s concep-
tion of morality. It was not only central to the Christian ideal of self-sacrifice but also a
major concept in the works of leading freethinking intellectual moralists of the day, such
as J. S. Mill and Leslie Stephen (Collini, 1991, pp. 60—90). As with many contemporary
social and moral issues, the question of vivisection was perceived and presented in the
light of a perpetual conflict between egoistic self-seeking and altruistic self-sacrifice.
The stark contrast between the two conflicting spirits was frequently evoked at anti-
vivisection meetings and in writings from both secular and religious perspectives. At
one gathering a speaker was reported as saying that “vivisection was morally injurious
to humanity. Everything that pandered to the two basest instincts we had—cowardice
and selfishness—lowered the whole race” (“The British Institute at Chelsea,” 1898, p.
72). The declaration received applause and responses of “hear, hear.” A rector similarly
reminded his readers that:

As a Christian you cannot take up the ground that offences perpetrated against God,
and cruelties inflicted on His creatures are nothing to you. . . . This is the very essence
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of selfishness. It would do away with all noble deeds. It is unmanly, un-English, and
un-Christian. (Barrett, 1878, p. 11)

Charles Adams (1882), secretary of the VSS and editor of The Verulam Review, also
contrasted these conflicting spirits in The Coward of Science by claiming that Christianity
preaches the “Gospel of Divine Self-Sacrifice” (p. 196) and calling vivisectional physiol-
ogy “a coward science in itself,” whose one “raison d’etre . . . is to obtain for ourselves
immunity from pain by the infliction of peculiarly hideous tortures upon other races” (pp.
228-229). By framing the vivisection question in this binary opposition, contrasting the
concepts of self-sacrifice with selfishness, the antivivisectionists thus incorporated and
resonated with the moral perspective of both the religious and secular public.

In addition to the use of reason in arguments against animal experimentation, the
antivivisection movement was permeated with emotional power and a pronounced altru-
istic spirit resulting from incorporation of the concept of sacrifice. This sacrifice-based
discourse is echoed in the urging of active members in speeches or writings to “take the
bitter cup” from animals. Lord Shaftesbury, with his usual devout spirit, famously pro-
nounced his support of Lord Truro’s Bill in the House of Lords in 1879. It was reported,
“All he could say was—and he said it truly and conscientiously—that in every respect,
he would infinitely rather be the dog than be the Professor (Hear, hear)” (“Cruelty to
Animals Bill,” 1879, p. 430). Cobbe (1876-1877), with her more broadly conceived, but
no less intense, religious faith, also prayed: “Let these dread diseases overtake me, and
let me die, sooner than share any benefit from such foul rites, or ever say to this new
Moloch of Science, Thou art my God” (p. 347). These serious avowals by leading figures
were repeated in meeting halls and lecture rooms and printed in the movement’s litera-
ture that was often circulated in the thousands. Two decades into the campaign, the Ven.
Basil Wilberforce, Archdeacon of Westminster, continued to recapitulate the words of
Shaftesbury, forcefully declaring at the annual meeting of the National Anti-Vivisection
Society (NAVS) in 1901,

I agree entirely with Lord Shaftesbury—I would rather die a man than live a vampire,
and as he said, I declare before God, I would rather be the unfortunate animal crucified
on the torture trough than I would be the vivisector standing at its side. (Zoophilist,
1901, p. 10)

CHRIST IN THE LABORATORY

Supplementing the antivivisection discourses was a series of religious imagery of the
laboratory conjured up by the antivivisectionists. Because the practice of vivisection was
deemed directly contrary to the teachings of Christ, the antivivisectionists frequently
challenged the legitimacy of the experimental method by asking whether God or Christ
himself would have approved of vivisection, a mode of questioning both prevalent and
influential in a culture deeply inspired by the incarnation of Christ. In the second half
of the 1gth century, the harsh evangelical doctrines of eternal and vicarious punish-
ment had been gradually replaced by a gentler Christology that emphasized Jesus as
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man rather than as lamb (Hilton, 1988). Jesus became a moral teacher and a practical
reformer, and the life of Jesus on earth served as a noble exemplar for both the devout
and those who rejected orthodox Christianity but still remained morally committed and
socially concerned. In philanthropic and reform circles, questions about Christ’s own
perspective—for example, “if Christ were to return to Victorian England what would he
do and what would happen to him?” (Harrison, 1990, p. 126)—were often raised and
were widely adopted and elaborated on by supporters of the antivivisection movement.
The president of the Scottish Anti-Vivisection Society, when invited to speak at the 1893
grand annual meeting of the LAVS, asked provokingly, “Could you imagine the Divine
One doing vivisectionists” work?” (“Annual Meeting,” 1893, p. 156). In 1882, Lord Chief
Justice Coleridge, an influential spokesman for the antivivisection cause since its incep-
tion, posed this question in a widely read article for the Fortnightly Review in response
to a bishop in the Southern states in America who once asked how the Lord would look
upon a slave mart in New Orleans:

I will venture on a kindred question. What would our Lord have said, what looks would
He have bent, upon a chamber filled with “the unoffending creatures which He loves,”
dying under torture deliberately and intentionally inflicted, or kept alive to endure
further torment, in pursuit of knowledge? Men must answer this question according
to their consciences. (p. 36)

These types of questions were quickly adopted and frequently posed in different forms
to audiences or readers targeted by the antivivisection movement. A clergyman, after
describing the nature of vivisection, asked from the pulpit, “Had these things that I
have been telling you happened at Nazareth or Bethlehem eighteen hundred years ago,
what, think you, would Christ have said?” (“Our Cause,” 1891, p. 27). A more common
and evocative tactic involved asking the audience to visualize Christ Himself in modern
laboratories witnessing His created beings tied to the vivisection tables. John William
Graham, of the Manchester Friends™ Anti-Vivisection Society, envisaged Jesus in one of
his speeches thus:

I can fancy I see a figure wandering among the moaning dogs tied in their troughs in
the deserted laboratory, in the darkness of the long hours of night, the figure of the
sorrowing Christ. “In all affliction He was afflicted,” and may we add the hope that “the
Angel of His presence saved them,” even them. (“From the Battlefield,” 1894, p. 42)

Cardinal John Henry Newman in his sermon titled “The Crucifixion” compared the
“inoffensive and unprotected” animal who was “fastened against a wall, pierced, gashed,
and so left to linger out its life” with the suffering of Christ. He so asked the audience,
“For what was this but the very cruelty inflicted upon our Lord? He was gashed with the
scourge, pierced through hands and feet, and so fastened to the Cross, and there left,
and that as a spectacle” (Newman, 1891).

The motifs of a sorrowful Christ in a modern lab and the interchangeability of Christ
with the vivisected animals offered such intense, powerful images and recurrent themes
in antivivisection propaganda that artists and poets also elaborated on them and visual-
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ized them with their imaginative power. Against the background of a rich tradition of
Victorian animal imagery (Donald, 2007), Robert Morley, a famous animal and landscape
painter, created a pictorial form of the incarnate Christ in the laboratory for the LAVS
in 19o2. In this picture, Christ was depicted standing behind a dog tied to a vivisection
table, facing the scientist handling an instrument tied around the dog’s mouth. The
thorn-crowned Christ appeared mournful, but the light emanating from Him lit up the
darkened room and shone onto a banner inscribed with a plea, “Be ye therefore merci-
ful, as your Father also is merciful”—a widely quoted scriptural passage mobilized by
the anticruelty movement and subsequently inherited by the antivivisection movement.
The LAVS reproduced the picture with the words of the Lord Bishop of Durham and J.
Graham underneath and sold it for 1s. 6d. each, hoping that it could “serve to remind
professing Christians of their very obvious duty in this most up-hill crusade” (“Christ
in the Laboratory,” 1902, p. 57).

Another incarnation of the image of Christ in the laboratory appeared in “The City
Without God” by Robert Buchanan in his epic poem The City of Dream (1888), a work
widely quoted in the movement with the permission of the poet, himself a dedicated
antivivisectionist. Instead of Christ watching over His beloved creations suffering under
the vivisecting knife, the animals themselves were transformed into the image of Christ,
echoing the movement’s frequent portrayal of a four-legged animal strapped to the op-
erating table as being “crucified” for the sins of humankind:

Then, lo! A miracle—face, form and limbs,
Changed on the instant—neither hound nor faun
Lay there awaiting the tormentor’s knife,
But One, a living form as white as wax,
Stigmata on his feet and on his hands,

And on his feet and on his hands,

And on his face, still shining as a star,

The beauty of Eros and the pain of Christ!

I knew Him, but none other mortal knew
Though every tiny faun and god of the wood,
Still garrulously babbling, named the Name;
And looking up into the torturer’s face

He wept and murmur’d, “Even as ye use
The very meanest of my little ones,

So use ye Me!” (Buchanan, 1901, p. 67)

The American poet Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1913), a close ally of the British animal defense
movement with theosophical and spiritualist tendencies, visualized the image of Christ
in tortured animals in her poem “Christ Crucified” in a similar manner. In this poem,
Christ was depicted as a sorrowful father who had come to bear the pains of His suffering
creation with “hoofs and wings” and “to save mankind from sin,” not only in laboratories,
but at every site of cruelty, from slaughterhouses to zoos and bull rings (Wilcox, 1913,
pp. 106-108).
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RELIGION VERSUS SCIENCE?

Let her know her place; She is the second, not the first.
—Henry Nutcombe Oxenham (1878, p. 11)

To discover the full range of Christian resources utilized by the movement, we must
further locate the movement in the larger context of the conflict between religion and
science prevalent in the 1gth century. Historians have correctly warned that overempha-
sis on a conflict model between the vaguely defined categories of religion and science
conceals as much as it reveals (Brooke, 1991; Lightman, 2001; Livingstone, Hart, & Noll,
1999). However, this model served as a highly functional frame for the antivivisection
movement, and up until the end of the 1g9th century, many supporters not only heavily
evoked metaphors of the war between religion and science but also widely appropri-
ated intellectual and rhetorical resources from controversies surrounding religion and
science, such as dualistic notions of mind/matter and spiritualism/materialism, which
carried wide social resonance. Despite widespread accusations of being anti-science,
mainstream antivivisectionists clearly took the side of religion instead of steering the
vivisection debate away from the religion-versus-science debate, portraying themselves
as engaging in a fight between the opposing ethics of religion and science and frequently
warning of the usurpation of science, which threatened the authority and moral order
of religion. For example, Francis W. Newman, a classical scholar and moral philosopher
who had broken with orthodox Christianity in the 1840s yet remained morally committed
and highly religious, employed the language of warfare in issuing a warning in a mode
commonly seen in wider controversies between religion and science:

But now, behold, a new horror has arisen upon us—Cruelty in the garb and pretensions
of Science! Science was going to set Religion right. She held up her torch to illuminate
the deformities of superstition, and display the wickedness of Religion . . . yet now Sci-
ence has become a rival of the tortures of the Inquisition, and by increase of knowledge
has learnt to torment still more ingeniously. (“Professor F. W. Newman,” 1876, p. go)

No doubt, to many antivivisectionists, as with many who held on to the authority of
Christianity, religion should reign supreme over science in territories such as morality and
metaphysics. Ribton Cooke, editor of the Home Chronicler since 1881 and core member
of the LAVS, also declared at an antivivisection meeting in Shrewsbury that “science . . .
is a rival to the throne where only religion can rightly be seated. It must be the handmaid
not mistress of religion” (“Vivisection Meeting,” 1877, p. 1130).

The metaphor of the “priesthood of science” commonly employed in wider science-
versus-religion controversies was also adopted by the antivivisectionists. The antivivisec-
tionist frequently represented the “vivisector in the lab” as a newly arrived false god or
goddess demanding sacrifice on the altar; the vivisector with his white robe was compared
to a new priest of science, the laboratory the temple, and animal experimentation the
Inquisition or the sacrificial rite demanded by the false god of a pseudo-religion (Ouida,
1893). R. Somerville Wood, Lecturer to the National Anti-Vivisection Society, commented
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at the Pioneer Anti-Vivisection Society, composed mostly of late-Victorian progressive
women, “A comparatively new Goddess is now being worshipped—the Goddess of Sci-
ence. The temple is the laboratory, the victims are the tortured dogs sacrificed on her
unhallowed altars; the priests are the physiologists licensed to perform the unspeakable
orgies of their blood-stained ritual” (Pioneer Anti-Vivisection Society, 1902, p. 34).

However, more than an opportunist appropriation of the heat and language of a greater
controversy, antivivisectionist contentions with science cannot be understood in isolation
from the movements more elaborate critique of scientific knowledge and its materialist
tendencies.

The chastisement of secular greed and thirst for knowledge was a recurrent theme
in the antivivisection movement. In Christianity, and particularly in evangelical theology,
knowledge was not considered to be of foremost importance for human salvation but
was something that could potentially lead to the endangerment and demoralization of
humankind. Adam and Eve’s partaking of the fruit of the tree of knowledge was often
said to have led to the fall of humankind and their banishment from Eden. Thus, in an-
tivivisection campaigns, an analogy was often made between cutting up live animals as a
gratification of physiologists” curiosity and the picking of fruit from the forbidden tree of
knowledge (Maitland, 1913, p. 261; “Professor Michael Foster,” 1894, pp. 303—307). In
an annual sermon to the CAVL, Bishop Barry, president of the Society for United Prayer
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SUPPCA), preached on the text “Knowledge
puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (1 Corinthians 8:1) to demonstrate that although knowl-
edge had led to technological and social advancements, still more important to human
progress was the higher character of love (“London: Church,” 1go1, p. 84). In a similar
vein, Cobbe consistently contrasted the value of human knowledge to that of the universal
law of divine love in her criticism against vivisection. She proclaimed, “The law of love
and Mercy is alone Divine, while the thirst for Knowledge may be the passion of a devil”
(Cobbe, 1876, p. 201). These examples illustrate an antivivisectionist framework along
the lines adopted by many theologians in their fight against what was perceived as the
encroachment of science on the traditional territory of religion in morality and ethics
in the decades following the publication of Darwin’s Origins of Species (1859) and The
Descent of Man (1871). Cobbe, who exerted considerable influence in the antivivisection
movement, was herself a combative writer involved in wider cultural debates concerning
the authority and ethics of religion and science. Though previously sympathetic to the
cause of science, in the mid-1870s Cobbe began vigorously defending religion as she
perceived, in the scientific spirit of the age, perils such as the increasing priority of bodily
health over spiritual pursuit, the overemphasis on knowledge as compared to love, and
the dominance of a selfish and pitiless utilitarian ethic brought by Darwinism and the
new age of science (Cobbe, 1872, pp. 1-33; 1882, pp. 81-91; 1888, pp. 3-34; 1889, pp.
65-69; 1891, p. 4). In her eyes, the knowledge acquired by vivisectors and the brutalizing
effect of their cruel experimental practices came at the expense of morality and were not
merely evils in themselves, but were indicative of a broader and more dangerous influ-
ence of science on the morals of the age, an influence that tended to foster materialism
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and lead to the quashing of religious feelings and, hence, ethical impulse. Championing
the supremacy of the virtues of divine love and self-sacrifice, Cobbe (1888) believed that
“Knowledge, like Virtue, is not good because it is useful, but useful because it is good”
(p. 170). Seen in this light, the vivisectors™ claim to utility without regard for morality
was the very proof of the perversion brought by the new moral order resulting from the
usurpation of science.

Closely related to the movement's critique of knowledge was a dualistic conception
of spiritualism and materialism that the antivivisectionists in like manner appropriated
and portrayed as the essential difference in spirit between antivivisection and vivisection
(Lumsden, n.d., p. 6; Wright, 1881). The 1870s and 188os, the same period during which
the antivivisection movement gained popular support, saw intensified discussion of evolu-
tionary theories offering new explanations by the physical sciences, which generated great
popular debate over the issues of mind versus matter and spiritualism versus materialism.
In 1874, John Tyndall’s Presidential Address to the British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science in Belfast advocated the autonomy of science from the encroachment of
religion and sparked another wave of fierce criticism from theologians on the materialistic
and atheistic tendency of modern science (Lightman, 2004; Peacock, 2002, p. 224). From
the perspective of some religious people, biological science, now breaking free from the
restraints of natural theology and fast advancing in its exploration of the human body, could
not only plant the seeds of materialism in the minds of its practitioners but also foster a
materialist tendency at the expense of spirituality and morality in the larger society. Despite
scientists” attempts to defend their vision as not inherently materialist in character, the
naturalistic interpretation of the mind and the universe advocated by crusading scientists,
such as Thomas Huxley, alarmed religious individuals who cherished spiritual over physical/
corporal interpretations of life (Block, 1989).

In a movement driven largely by a strong religious sentiment and moral passion,
antivivisection attacks on animal experimentation often echoed wider criticisms of the
materialistic explanation of life in science. Many supporters shared the concerns of the
religious community in terms of the demoralizing influence of the physiologists” attempts
at “reducing thought, memory, conscience, affection, all that is highest in man or in ani-
mal, to varying functions of organized matter” (Cobbe, 1883, p. 6; “A Portrait,” 1882, p.
179). A leading article in The Zoophilist, after suggesting that nothing would “give the
enemies of Christianity so much pleasure” as the discovery that “thought and reason are
merely the product of some chemical changes in the cerebral substance or the blood
currents which permeate it,” continued, “We are of course very far from asserting that
the Vivisector or the Biologist must necessarily be a Materialist, though it would not be
difficult to show that Christianity can hardly be considered at home in the physiological
laboratory” (ED. Z., 1902, p. 93).

More frequently, however, in the movement’s popular literature and public platforms,
the conflicts between two different outlooks on life—one spiritual, the other material—
were presented in a far cruder form. In fact, labels of “materialist” or “atheist” were
casually thrown about by those who regarded the vivisectors as enemies of religion and
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spiritual values. The contemporary intellectual and cultural context, rich with allusions
to these concepts, only ensured that the dualistic frame adopted by the movement was
able to generate a strong emotional force and attract like-minded members of the public.

CLERGY OR NO CLERGY

For a movement that often openly proclaimed itself to be on the side of religion and that
drew heavily on Christian theological resources, the support of clergy and Church lead-
ers was naturally of great importance. Most antivivisection societies vigorously courted
the backing of churchmen and did receive some crucial support. Early in 1875, a total
of 50 peers and bishops signed a memorial prepared by Cobbe calling on the RSPCA to
promote legislative action against scientific experiments on nonhuman animals, includ-
ing the archbishop of York, the primate of Ireland, the archbishop of Dublin, and the
archbishop of Westminster (“Memorial Against Vivisection,” 1875, p. 38; Locke, 1875, p.
12). Other religious leaders who gave their personal endorsement to the cause included
William Booth of the Salvation Army and Hugh Price Hughes of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church (Coleridge, 1912b, pp. 94-95). The support of leading religious figures was so
valued precisely because of the lack of official support from certain Christian communi-
ties, as was the case with Cardinal Manning when the Roman Catholic Church’s denial
of humans’ duty to nonhuman animals was widely known (Cobbe, 1884, p. 9; Coleridge,
1893, pp. 13—14). There were also religion-based societies that bound together Christian
clergy and laypeople, such as the active Society for United Prayer for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, the Church of England Anti-Vivisection League, and the Friends’
Anti-Vivisection League. In societies without any exclusive religious base, representatives
from churches were customarily invited to take leading roles in public meetings. For
example, seldom were annual meetings for societies such as the VSS, LAVS, and NAVS
held that did not include the participation of ministers addressing the assemblies on the
duty of Christians in relation to the antivivisection cause. Most prestigious societies also
had impressive lists of vice presidents filled with the names of Church dignitaries, such as
the NAVS, which had eight bishops and one archbishop on its vice presidents list in 1897
(National Anti-Vivisection Society, 1897, p. 130). In a petition containing 11,477 signa-
tories to the secretary of state in 1896, urging the improved administration and stricter
enforcement of the 1876 act, among the hundreds of “principal names” listed were 12
bishops and 333 ministers from different churches (“Lax Enforcement,” 1896, p. 333).
Additionally, Cobbe (1904) estimated that around 1892, there were at least 4,000 clergy
from the Church of England who supported antivivisection (p. 674). However, despite the
high visibility of clergy in the movement, the movement was never satisfied with the level
of support it received, and the fact that no church of any denomination ever pledged of-
ficial support for the cause especially frustrated the many Christians within the movement.

The Church Congress held at Folkestone in 1892 included perhaps the closest thing
to open recognition of the gravity of the vivisection question by the established Church,
yet it also gravely disappointed the antivivisection movement. On this occasion, despite
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impassioned antivivisection speeches delivered by Bishop Barry—the Canon of Windsor
and former primate of Australia—and the Bishop of Manchester, the Bishop of Edinburgh
closed the discussion with the following remarks:

There is much that was humorous in the speech of the Bishop of Manchester . . . which
I am certain does not represent the opinion of the great majority of the clergy. Nothing,
I am certain, would be more disastrous to the Church of England than that it should
be generally accepted that the sentiments expressed by the Bishop of Manchester and
Bishop Barry are those of the Church. The Church is not hostile to science; the Church
favours science . . . I venture to say . . . my entire sympathies have been with the experi-
mentalists in this question. (Dunkley, 1892, p. 440)

The Church of England’s initial discussion of the question received wide press coverage
and occurred at an unfortunate time for the antivivisection camp, given that Cobbe was be-
ing accused at the time by Dr. Horsley of distorting details of his experimental procedures
in her book The Nine Circles of the Hell of the Innocent (Cobbe, 1892). These successive
events worked only to undermine the credibility of Cobbe and the antivivisection cause
and, in the eyes of the public, turned Bishop Barry into an isolated extremist within the
Church (“Experiments Upon Living Animals,” 1892; “The Church Congress,” 1892).

Faced with general silence or antagonism from the churches, as in the 1892 Church
Congress, supporters convinced of their Christian duty to stop animal experimentation were
not reserved in voicing their disappointment, anger, or even defiance. In fact, throughout
the 1gth century and into the early 20th century, the antivivisectionists’ dissatisfaction was
so frequently expressed that it constituted one of the most recurrent themes in antivivisec-
tionist literature and speeches. However, this perhaps indicates less the real level of support
received by the movement than its strong conviction of the relevance of Christianity to
the antivivisection cause.

In 1882, Lord Chief Justice Coleridge, in a fashion characteristic of the evangelical
piety that ultimately placed a greater importance on personal introspection and inner
conscience than ecclesiastical authority (Turner, 1990, pp. 13-17), appealed to ordinary
Christians to act alone or against the Churches in his influential article in the Fortnightly
Review:

If this be so, we must with due responsibility, think and act for ourselves without au-

thority, or, if need be, against it . . . But to any one who recognises the authority of our

Lord, and who persuades himself that he sees which way that authority inclines, the

mind of Christ must be the guide of life. “Shouldest thou not have had compassion

upon these, even as I had pity on thee?” So He seems to me to say, and I shall act ac-

cordingly. (Coleridge, 1882, p. 236)

Three decades later, his son Stephen Coleridge, president of the NAVS, described a
similar situation at a large Brighton gathering:

In a survey of the campaign against vivisection, one is struck with one thing . . . that
was the very scanty assistance which their efforts received from the general body of
the clergy. (Hear, hear.) . . . One would have imagined that a movement like this would
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have appealed immediately to their sympathies and commanded their unswerving and
enthusiastic support. (“Vivisection Denounced,” 1913, p. 10)

The remarks were followed by applause. “But, clergy or no clergy,” Arthur Newland, the
clergyman who presided over the gathering and spoke after Stephen Coleridge, added,
“we intend to prosecute the work and not to relax our efforts until the goal is reached”
(“Vivisection Denounced,” 1913, p. 10).

The disappointment of the movement with the clergy reached its zenith in 1911,
when 16 bishops and several deans and ministers became vice presidents of the Research
Defence Society (RDS), the chief propagandistic organization of the pro-vivisection camp
founded in 1908. As could be expected, articles of protest appeared one by one in anti-
vivisection journals (Berdoe, 1914; Coleridge, 1912a; “A Bishop on Vivisection,” 1911).
Sidney Trist, secretary of the LAVS, wrote a 5,000-word open letter to all of the bishops
and reverend sirs on the vice president list of the RDS. Dwelling on God’s infinite mercy
over all His works and threatening the church dignitaries that, by associating themselves
with the RDS, they would be losing the Church’s hold on the vast majority of people,
Trist ends his letter by again conjuring up a forceful image of Christ in the laboratory,
with a slight variation involving the bishops acting as assistants to the vivisectors:

My Lord of Oxford, a Professor needs that scalpel! Kindly pass it. My Lord of Stepney—
please tighten that band around the body—otherwise the creature may escape. My
Lords of Exeter and Truro, and your dear Dean of Westminster and formerly Diocesan
of Winchester—kindly touch that lever.

In my mind’s eye the Invisible Presence takes form and shape. . . . My Lords! My Lords!
do you not hear His voice? . . . “Even as ye have done it unto the least of these My little
ones, ye have done it unto Me.” (Trist, 1911, pp. 13-14)

The familiar imagery of Christ in the laboratory, with the addition of bishop assistants,
clearly demonstrated the frustration of Christian workers who had long relied on the
teachings and exemplar of Christ for moral and emotional support.

The ecclesiastical patronage attained by the RDS was certainly a strategic victory for
the pro-vivisection camp. It also signified another peak of the vivisection controversy in the
early 20th century and illustrated its pitched nature. Though by the turn of the century,
several leading societies such as the NAVS (formerly VSS) and the Animal Defence and
Anti-Vivisection Society had taken up the restrictionist stance, realizing the difficulty of
attaining total abolition in the short run, the movement in no sense relaxed its campaign-
ing efforts. It more frequently adopted radical tactics, such as intensive media exposure,
courtroom and shop propaganda, giant poster displays, open-air meetings, and even
street demonstrations (Kean, 1998; Li, 2012). Meanwhile, the pro-vivisection camp also
turned from its previous policy of maintaining a “dialogue with the state while ignoring
popular protest” (Willis, 2006, p. 217) to that of making a broad public appeal through
the propagandist RDS. The RDS closely followed the activities of antivivisection societies
and adopted countermeasures, such as distributing leaflets outside antivivisection shops,
opening temporary pro-vivisection propaganda centers close to them, hiring sandwich
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men to walk in front of antivivisection processions, putting up giant posters right next to
antivivisection ones, and engaging in public debate with leading antivivisectionists (Re-
search Defence Society, 1908-1919). Seen in this context, the quest to recruit religious
representatives as figureheads seemed but another effective countermeasure by the RDS
to undermine the antivivisectionists” long-standing attempt to portray Christianity and
its dignitaries as their staunchest of allies.

CONCLUSION

Robert Darnton, a cultural historian more interested in the ideas of ordinary people than
those of rarefied philosophers, once commented,

I'm not really terribly interested in the way philosophical systems are passed on from
one philosopher to another. What I find interesting is how ordinary people make sense
of the world and develop some strategy for finding their way through the difficulties,
the circumstances surrounding them. To me, ordinary people are not intellectuals, but
are certainly intelligent. (Pallares-Burke, 2002, pp. 161-162)

This portrayal aptly describes many antivivisectionists who, despite the lack of institutional
support from churches, took the initiative upon themselves in turning to the Christian
tradition in their attempt to make sense of and deal with the moral issues posed by new
developments in the field of physiological science. Largely influenced by a religious cul-
ture that emphasized individual conscience and social action, a generation of reformers
poured forth their energy into the antivivisection movement and tactfully mobilized a
repertoire of intellectual, moral, and emotional resources related to the Christian tradi-
tion for the advancement of the movement. These activists may not have been the best
of theologians or the most gifted thinkers of their time; nonetheless, they created from
the religious tradition closest to their hearts a series of discourses, rhetoric, images, and
powerful frames of reference in support of a cause that they believed to be consistent
with the Christian faith. In the practical efforts and creative agency of the Christian la-
ity and clergy, as well as those who remained sympathetic to Christian moral ideals, we
uncover a positive subtradition of Christian compassion toward nonhuman animals that
has made its impact in history.

Note

1. The act allowed for experimentation without anaesthetics under Certificate C, exempting
scientists from being prosecuted for cruelty to animals. As such, its subsequent administration
was also considered by the antivivisectionists to favor the scientists. On the antivivisectionists’
dissatisfaction with the act, see Bell (n.d.), Coleridge (1900), and Westacott (1949, pp. 114-116).
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25 MAFTE4E » 4B David Newsome, Godliness and Good Learning: Four Studies on a
Victorian Ideal (London: Murray, 1961); Lytton Strachey, Eminent Victorians (London:
Chatto & Windus, 1918), pp. 183-214; Sue Zemka, “Spiritual Authority and the Life of
Thomas Arnold,” Victorian Studies 38, no. 3 (1995), pp. 429-462.

26 MIARBEALRIBARLITEEZBE > T4 8 g R&%] 3% Thomas Hugh, Tom Brown’s
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TG ARG TR o EEHA 1853 FRE (AP EHmIE) FHEHA R K
AWEETR > WAL EEE KRB AREAERKER L2 (King’s College London )
B rh B AR RS o BAZA B Hak € £ R 1EF) 0 4B Stewart J. Brown, Providence and Empire
1815-1914 (Harlow, UK: Pearson Education Limited, 2008), pp. 164-170.

28 Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, p. xiv.

29 %P Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, pp. xiii-xv;
Robert S. Rait, Memorials of Albert Venn Dicey (London: MacMillan, 1925), p. 37.

30 Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, p. xv.

31 Rait, Memorials of Albert Venn Dicey, p. 39.

32 Evelyn Abbott, and Lewis Campbell, eds., The Life and Letters of Benjamin Jowett, vol. 2
(London: John Murray, 1897), p. 192.
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33 John H. Muirhead, The Service of the State (London: John Murray, 1908), p. 2.

34 Clarke  ARIAZ RS " REFERWEFHRETL, ~ "RAFFEWIRHATEN
ERAE LGB RZARRE | » 4B Peter Clarke, Liberals and Social Democrats
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978), pp. 12-13.

35 M7 B BEAgEE 0 4B W. G. Addison, “Academic Reform at Balliol, 1854-1882: T. H.
Green and Benjamin Jowett,” The Church Quarterly Review 153 (1952), pp. 89-98; Peter
Hinchliff, “Benjamin Jowett and the Church of England: or ‘Why Really Great Men are Never
Clergymen,”” in Balliol Studies, ed. John Prest (London: Leopard’s Head Press, 1982), pp.
125-158; John Prest, “Balliol, For Example,” in The History of the University of Oxford, vol.
7, Nineteenth-Century Oxford, part 2, ed. M. G. Brock and M. C. Curthoys (Oxford:
Clarendon, 2000), pp. 159-169. BlAFEXEZAH 19 P A2 A dibetE > 44
Christopher Harvie, The Lights of Liberalism: University Liberals and the Challenge of
Democracy 1860-86 (London: Allen Lane, 1976); T. W. Heyck, The Transformation of
Intellectual Life in Victorian England (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1982), pp. 155-189;
Christopher Harvie, “Reform and Expansion, 1854-1871,” in The History of the University of
Oxford, vol. 6, Nineteenth-Century Oxford, part 1, ed. M. G. Brock and M. C. Curthoys
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1997), pp. 697-730.
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36 & RAFA 1870 Ffu 1882 S£ 55 it B BB Rk AR EXER K L E 2R304 K
Abbott and Campbell, The Life and Letters of Benjamin Jowett. 2 vols.; Geoffrey Faber,
Jowett: A Portrait with Background (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1958).

37 %M Benjamin Jowett, The Epistles of St. Paul to the Thessalonians, Galatians, Romans
(London: J. Murray, 1855); Peter Hinchliff, Benjamin Jowett and the Christian Religion
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1987), pp. 45-68. s— At 3 &AMHBR " B, F 4 kT
ZREHTEEERIRZ =+ 154 © %4 B Melvin Richter, The Politics of Conscience,
p. 71.

38 HmAFeytaiiE % » 4 B Frank M. Turner, “The Victorian Platonic Revival,” in The
Greek Heritage in Victorian Britain (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981), pp. 369-446,
at pp. 414-446; Turner, “The Triumph of Idealism in Victorian Classical Studies,” in
Contesting Cultural Authority, pp. 350-358.
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FERARIEF > £ AFEIZAFE » 4 H] David N. Livingstone, D. G. Hart, and Mark A.
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Noll, eds., Evangelicals and Science in Historical Perspective (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1999).

40 B. Jowett, “B. Jowett on the Interpretation of Scripture, 1860,” in Religion in Victorian
Britain, vol. 3, Sources, ed. James R. Moore (Manchester: Manchester University Press,
1988), pp. 26-33, at. p. 26.

41 Frederick Temple et al., Essays and Reviews (London: J. W. Parker, 1860). (& X #1373 )
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Study of “Essays and Reviews” (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1980); Gerald Parsons, “Reform, Revival

and Realignment: The Experience of Victorian Anglicanism,” in Religion in Victorian Britain,
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vol. 1, Traditions, ed. Gerald Parsons (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1988), pp.
14-66, at pp. 40-47; Josef L. Altholz, “The Mind of Victorian Orthodoxy: Anglican Responses
to ‘Essays and Reviews’, 1860-1864,” in Religion in Victorian Britain, vol. 4, Interpretations,
ed. Gerald Parsons (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1988), pp. 28-40.

42 Colin Tyler, ed., “Recollections Regarding Thomas Hill Green,” Collingwood and British
Idealism Studies 14, no. 2 (2008), pp. 5-78, at p. 30.

43 Statements of Christian Doctrine and Practice, Extracted from the Published Writings of the
Rev. Benjamin Jowett (Oxford: J. H. and Jas Parker, 1861), pp. 3-4. st Z i #t L 5%kHE > 1=
I RGBTV AR ¢ 38 A BT & » % B Herbert M. Schueller, and Robert L. Peters,
eds., The Letters of John Addington Symonds, vol. 1, 1844-1868 (Detroit: Wayne State
University Press, 1967), p. 278.

44 % M Christopher Hollis, The Oxford Union (London: Evans Brothers, 1965), p. 103. & 1a 45
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Christianity, and the Oxford Debate (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2009); Robert
Fox, “The University Museum and Oxford Science, 1850-80,” in Brock and Curthoys, The
History of the University of Oxford, vol. 6, part 1, pp. 641-691.
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45 Nettleship, “Notes for T. H. Green’s Memoir,” in T. H. Green Papers, Balliol College
Archive, Oxford, quoted in Geoffrey Thomas, The Moral Philosophy of T. H. Green (Oxford:
Clarendon, 1987), p. 10.

46 Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, p. XxXxvi.

47 Letter from Green to Charlotte Symonds, 25 June 1871, in Collected Works of T. H. Green,
vol. 5, Additional Writings, ed. Peter Nicholson (Bristol, UK: Thoemmes Press, 1997), pp.
439-440.

48 Letter from Green to Charlotte Symonds, 7 January 1871, in Nicholson, Collected Works of T.
H. Green, vol. 5, p. 435.

49 Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, p. XXxvi.



BB HREICGH GIRN - B ZZERERES 151

GAEE PR ORISR R EE R b Bk o (HIE R
A ERRER - IERF W) R e - 0 B B BRI 5 50 < BE - 2 DA
MERE RGBT IKE R B2 - E B E R ZHE - B 1860
SR IE T H BB e o QBT A S G AT BRI E Rt » R
REEE—Ht T MEIkRE L, (lay fellows) < 1866 4F. » &M Setnk by
Bfeghl (tutor) BIZFPRERRS (senior dean) - 1878 IS N iRFFETE
PrEASEIE AP (Whyte’s Professor of Moral Philosophy) - HZEH 1882
FEFEIHE  FEH A o AR RR BT - (G R B I AN R IR R A
H B E I B B - EAE®RZFEREEHEECHOPH®RE - K
RHEH  FBUAK RS R an P ERUTRRIE » BRSNS -
BRI - FEHME LIRS - MKER BT AT
5 |G FCE R A R 1EE5E - [T T I (S (RS L -

= (M RE) B (ES

(—) FRERHZERS

MEOEITEEBHREESE « " RBME ORI AE FIai e —
MBS - SRR (A M. Quinton, 1925-2010) FREFEH - M
O TR L Pt AREAEZE B AR AR » B T IRFRIBUG TSR Z b » IERH[H]
HE T A E RN OIS IR - 3B E E e DA 25 - BRI -
gl{& (John Caird, 1820-1898 ) ~ & {&idE - gJ[{& ( Edward Caird, 1835-1908)
DU A 26 $EM] (F. H. Bradley, 1846-1924) % » fEANBkS BB HAE HAF o

jalll

50 Nettleship, “Memoir,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, p. Ixi.

51 John H. Muirhead, The Platonic Tradition in Anglo-Saxon Philosophy (London: George Allen
& Unwin, 1931), p. 197.

52 A. M. Quinton, “Absolute Idealism,” Proceedings of the British Proceedings of the British
Academy Vol. LVII (1971), pp. 303-329, at p. 305.
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British Idealism: A History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), pp. 137-180, 43-45.

54 Richter, The Politics of Conscience, p. 25.

55 T. H. Green, “On Christian Dogma,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3, pp.
161-185, at. p. 161.

56 Letter from Green to Henry Scott Holland, 6 October 1872, in Nicholson, Collected Works of
T. H. Green, vol. 5, p. 442.

57 T. H. Green, “Popular Philosophy in Its Relation to Life,” in Nettleship, Works of Thomas Hill
Green, vol. 3, pp. 92-125, at p. 121.

58 Letter from Green to Holland, p. 442.
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59 A IR eyHE 8 XA % Amold Toynbee, ed., The Witness of God and Faith: Two
Lay Sermons by the Late T. H. Green (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1885). izt 545
Ik gk R. L. Nettleship, ed., Works of Thomas Hill Green, vol. 3 vA % Colin Tyler, ed.,
Unpublished Manuscripts in British Idealism: Political Philosophy, Theology and Social
Thought (Exeter, UK: Thoemmes Continuum, 2005).

60 Arnold Toynbee & — {2 F H 7 T AL F R E Y& K > 4% & K Amold J. Toynbee #4
AR °
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Abstract

Thomas Hill Green (1836-1882) is one of the most important founders
of British idealism. Compared with the interest paid to Green’s political
ideas, his religious thought has received less scholarly attention. This article
seeks to redress this imbalance by turning to the centrality of religion in
Green’s life and work and the connection between his philosophical and
religious ideas. The first section surveys the “Victorian age of faith” in
which Green lived and its “crisis of doubt”. The second section traces
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third section turns to Green’s two lay sermons, “The Witness of God” and
“Faith”, delivered at Balliol College, Oxford, in 1870 and 1877,
respectively, and discusses their wider religious implications and the
connection between his theological view and philosophy. The article points
out that, through the aid of an idealist epistemology and metaphysics, Green
promoted an immanentist faith that rested on the concept of “the eternal
consciousness” and its realisation in human thought and action. Green’s
religious vision was not only able to withstand the demand of external

evidence and reconcile belief and rationality in the age of science, but was
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also broad enough to encompass all creeds and sects and to sustain the
moral pursuits and social activism of all. In Green’s cogent responses to the

Victorian crisis of religion lay his immense influence over his age.

Keywords: Thomas Hill Green, religion in 19th-century Britain, crisis of faith, idealism,
immanentism.
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The Theosophical Turn of Annie Besant:
Religion, Science and Reform

Li, Chien-hui*

Abstract

Annie Besant (1847-1933) was a prominent social reformer who was involved in
numerous causes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries including secularism, socialism,
trade unionism, theosophy and India self-rule. Her seemingly disjointed activities and
especially her conversion to theosophy have often been a subject of controversy among her
contemporaries and present difficulties for historians seeking coherence in her life. The
article seeks to explain why Besant joined the Theosophical Society in 1889, an occultist group
dedicated to the promotion of Eastern thought. Contrary to the conventional view that this
move marked a flight from reason and reality, it regards Besant’s turning to theosophy as not
only a reasoned response to the problems confronted by Christianity, science and reform at the
fin de siecle, but also a prime example of the similar spiritual and intellectual quest of many
reformers and intellectuals of the time. Theosophy, to Besant, was not only an alternative belief
in response to the Victorian crisis of faith, but also offers a set of critiques of modern science
that was becoming increasingly dominated by scientific naturalism. Through the mobilization
of eastern thought, Besant further advocated an immanentist philosophy, with an emphasis on
the ethical duty of self-sacrifice, that helped to sustain her unswerving commitment to practical
reform.

Keywords: Theosophy, Theosophical Society, Occultism, Crisis of Faith, Scientific
Naturalism
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HANRAY] > B R BRI MR - R 2 BUGRTEA R RER - TR -
FEMEG - PR - SO ARSI R AR B T S R - 2

H 1870 EUHHE - ARSI G ERESNHF2H > REREGHBUaT
T HEREME > Fy BARE T S —HT#1AE - 1870 AR JRRRE AZORAR
PR w2 TEREIRAESEF  BIANAIEEERSE N CBNY - &858 - (£
EA e B SFNE - B V) FEEZSBAUR B E R HIRBLIERE - R
e £ AR -

IRUES B & FRE BRI . — IR W R ARAS -
g9EREE - BUEUCE - S B REREAEHERE - ER/ ERZRAEREE
B - 2EPR e ) EERE B SRR E R SPOR (g E
FE RS 2 BHRUE > SRR AThRE - eEfEE) AL - 4
7E TEAAEFLREN - DURPREGETS LHYA P2 - 1880 (X > 11 g EXEIS

% Annie Besant, The Gospel of Atheism (London: Freethought Publishing Company, 1877), p. 5.

% 1876 & > B Ffo® P4k 4 Flptex &7 2 34 % (the Knowltontrial) & B4 « ok o e F 42520 > § - £
TR ORI - RERFFERETRAOMERD I BEEET T B/ (FF2LHF) (Fruits o
Philosophy ) » f§ 4= (:£#&d14;2 ) (Obscene Publications Act, 1857) @ i3 22 « oyt F > A L 4o
Ee W EATERIFCFBRLP F o N EREE S EUPRTGEEL M X AT T HE KD ¢
PP ERF R & FA BN BAE ARG o XU E R AT ERLBES L&A
EREZL AERE B 2T EE - MY 2 > £ B Susan Budd, Varieties of Unbelief: Atheists and
Agnostics in English Society 1850-1960 (London: Heinemann, 1977), pp. 56-60; Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 205-
244 -
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Mt F[E 5 | (Social Democratic Federation ; 1882 ) ~ T Z#E+¢t+ |, (1884) & "#t
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et S —E g ER o (USRS e TS — T B
LRt BB EERR A R A T RPER 5% - EH A R0t g ERIEHS
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HEEIZEHR - IRE OB e TS B o BRI RER Qs e
Pt G F R BT 0 AE 1885 AEAIALL THENCE ) 1 TIBIAETRES | ETEKY

"B - 28

HAARIER AN B Fyar (BRI £ EHE ARG 77 - A5 [SBEIAKR
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HAMAH G LR R oL HE MBI SEEEE - g T
FEFEREEE T Z T fane A e A - LTS SRR BERE
AR ~ S TAEIRME ~ BURBUAIBEYNEDR T AL ~ TEeHss - FIGEGLTT
HHE  #/ 0 T B EMEZEH 552 - AR 208 H WS /08
1887 4 11 H 13 H RyZetifFHL A NNES;( Trafalgar Square )& & 25 < Fr 28 iy i (7>
DUKe 1888 fEHV KL TRE T4 - RIERNE 7 & JFARRMEE & " MAERFH |

(Bloody Sunday ) » — ASET ~ #i+ A2 G K F I AWHH - HARBEA AT L= E
T Ry B T T AL tlREE | (Law and Liberty League ) > f2iES]7AR:
REFLAEERGE) > B Y SO TEREEEM - REAZE R EEE

27 % @ Edward Royle, ed., The Infidel Tradition from Paine to Bradlaugh (Manchester: Manchester University
Press, 1976), pp. 174-180.

28 2 @ Annie Besant, “Why I am a Socialist,” in John Saville, A Selection of the Social and Political Pamphlets
of Annie Besant (New York: A. M. Kelley, 1970). j* prd @ dedi 1At ¢ 1 HiFE b ehF Locd ¥ ¢ 32
Bernard Shaw, John Burns, Edward Carpenter, J. L. Joynes, Henry Salt, William Clarke, Edward Aveling,
Herbert Burrows, John Bruce Glasier, Tom Maguire, Tom Mann, George Lansbury % * -

2 2 @ G.W. Foote, “The Latest Apostle of Socialism,” Progress, June 1886, pp. 266-273.

30" Shaw, “Mrs. Besant’s Passage through Fabian Socialism,” in The Annie Besant Centenary Book, p. 18.

31 Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 315-316.
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@ BEAHEANE  REHET ? BEOEWE HARNREERNSE > ik
AT 7 IPIRZ AT B AR — 8T 2 DU PR o0 Al Fh 4 25 H nlie ORI (S (00~ 7
ELEAN E = T AR ([EE

FHFEw: §HER

MEEREZ— THREEMNZ (Aryan) FIHERITE - FHREREYZE - | *

MER RGN - AR TS N R E B REE -

WS SERFRHE R R FIRHR e - +/(HhadR > (85 L
o E) IR — R B R EES) - AP RERAEREN: - SRR Y
HEER W SRHEET ARG - th& R E B ary st o ER R
EEUES)E S LSRR E4E & WE— &%W%H?FE@»L\WH@HE&L@%
{ TSR 2 B R S R R TR S R S e - S AR B

N

oMkl FREIF <m R ¢@dng B gl 41§12 d @it ¢ 120
(1888)) (> x & x¢ £7)> % 10 # (2006) - F 255-286; ¥ £ & Anme Besant, “To the Shareholders
of the Bryant & May Company, Limited,” The Link, Jul. 4, 1888, pp. 1-2.

33 Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 338, 364.

% Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy, p. 39. I 1% fi 2% f? 4p &k £ o -4 & & ¢ Henfdsmpe » 5 p
M U4 8% | (Aryanrace) 4 - & 4p IPM % ﬁl— BEANEREMIIE S RI DA S P
PETE R INE Rt B LB NRRIKETFRESIP o B P - BH2 3t 0 £ ThomasR.
Trautmann, Aryans and British India (Berkeley Unlver5|ty of California Press, 1997).
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ZERIREE T B RSB IEA R - W E 1840 FAE » 5 SRR LHETEACHY T3
(et ) o B R EmIREZ Z8— BEE - (ARt —HE R K
Bl o Rl o AFIEERL TR T aRE L TS BT HNRE | HR IR B ARk
BN ~ KA A ALEs - S (E R E R B ER - IEE RARTEE - iz
i 2 AW It R

BZ o AR CHEERZE T LM FYRER Y T EREE ) AR BAl
By TSRER ) SRREHELERLL "I - FRH R T HEMEZ IR FTTRE -
PRI > AT AR AL S SRR T M E - BEERAE B MR RV AE G
{IETERR 18 ERZFANL  EREEE A MR EIRE SRR A E R w3
i AL HPUE Z PR > A tEEE A A ET= R E R B LRSI
% o BWER T ELENEHE R e REEEFTIENILIE 55
B5 - mEsBz "B FprRey - ARREHZ " REEYL , BLEEEE
fihz TIEEL - % WAL - FRECREIEEREERE SR AEEERST
ORENEIITZ - AEAMREEERIE I P2 5 FEIAMIEYEEE - MR
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35 2 B Walter E. Houghton, The Victorian Frame of Mind, 1830-1870 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1957),
pp. 64-67.

%6 % B James Moore, “Theodicy and Society: The Crisis of the Intelligentsia,” in Bernard Lightman and Richard
Helmstadtler, eds., Victorian Faith in Crisis (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1990), pp. 153-186.
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HEE  BAER JREER VBB R  wE—VIARA - B
FEIR ~ AE ~ HHVBUEAISGIRE - (82 g kB B - Amf FLzkE (Helena
Petrovna Blavatsky, 1831-1891 ; & fS5fEAGS ) MEREEZF] - BiE4: (Henry Steel
Olcott, 1832-1907 ) JfA 1875 FEAEARAYAITT - 7 1878 & » Eh@ridi - i EY &4 - A4l
HBEHER BV R — TS - £ 1925 FRr A+ EFER » EEK
2k 41 {HEZR 1571 {E55E (lodges) » BB A MRS - %

TR ER G 1 S T (EREE ¢ PE T e 2 EAE AL (oceultism) 0K R EEE)
(spiritualist movement ) - i= WA {EE &) 2 WL - EFEL S (SRR EER TR A -

TILHAS MR AR S a2 A Z U S T B Z K
Ji P BRLES — R pefp E SR AR B gy - £ > GBS EIAGRTTY 1880 41 » (it
Bg TR R A R g8 - © 58Uy TR E  (oceultists) - fif
BEGHET L EE—EAMA » BT R - fEIEF BB
AR R BRI  TRESEEGE R - HEEETCTMRIEEHNT
B B A A o Ry 20 HLSe BEAVER A - I RE R AR R E BB (R - T L
MG - g SR YE TSRS B N FIFTAD 5 B AR R
PR RRAIRESE - A (FIs m] A m BE Es fehe o  MIEHUE RBETT » oA (lE A B AG
HEFRAYEE ML - ¢

A

ANMEHREE R RSV RET S ERTRGEE > TP BHE TN P A CENI R AR

REY =& kR AL B i Y RN S AR BEPTE QPR R F HEY 0 R
FALE ecE 1 iFeB 2 F 4 T £ Sylvia Cranston, HPB: The Extraordinary Life and Influence of Helena
Blavatsky (New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1993).k >~ gt % 4 » %R Stephen Prothero, “From Spiritualism to
Theosophy: ‘Uplifting’ a Democratic Tradition,” Religion and American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation,
Vol. 3, No. 2 (1993), pp. 197-216.

% 31 p Theodore Besterman, The Mind of Annie Besant (London: Theosophical Publishing House, 1927), p. 111.

e 2epa LA —FHERBASAERFLRN 2 ey - BFE LG OLBBR A4
AEPELIF S TE - AR ZIERT 0 - B BRI s B B BldoE
J& A & (Gnosticism)~ + = f (Kabbalah )~ #74p 4= 8] i #& ( Neo-Platonism)~ #% % #13 % (Hermeticism)
2t g (Alchemy) % < f > EREFEYA . FIFFEMBELREFRL B &0 F kL B¢
(Freemasonry ) ~ 323 -+ 5 y% (Rosicrucianism) % 3 & ¥/ ( Swedenborgianism) % #¢ 4 B 48 e & o
3 ME A AsE g B 4B Nicholas Goodrick-Clarke, The Western Esoteric Traditions: A Historical
Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008); Olav Hammer, Claiming Knowledge: Strategies of
Epistemology from Theosophy to the New Age (Leiden: Brill, 2004).

40 pupEic 4 N AT g chBAE G T AR %27 ¢ ) (Hermetic Society; 1884) ~T % £ % @ @ , (Hermetic Order of
the Golden Dawn; 1888) % "“# £ ¢ , (Alchemical Society; 1912) % -

41 QOccultism £2 Esotericism ¥ 3 #% @ * - B »* Esotericism enf 2> & & 4 %< Antoine Faivre >+ 1992 &
# L'Esoterisme f’%ﬁﬁi&p g BALEE-BILEWHS 1L FHELTSFFOEGREZE 4T B2
AR B3 46553 4K 3 Bt 2R RAERGH TR hER 44 4 GFHELELE T
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IO HEERIE A\ BDEBE HECE FEETTRE » 22 2 B A [P =B S8 ok
o &8 TE A AR A B AR ECEME RE Uk WAL - PR ER AR
JR(FE = NIEE (A1 DAAFT - ® IR &2 erin 8 (F 5 EiRER&AEE
FAPEE ~ BE T (E K i sEE | (Great White Brotherhood ) (9 " 2 | ( Mahatmas )
FiR B 57 - R g BRIEAREML > SEE0E s FPEREFEREHE
B iyas T 1A SO SR (IR 2 41T 2 - PR SRR S 0 H
SR A AR, - ¥ ERMERIRE > BE 5 BAIRE IR SR E o s
RS rh R SRS  AIFAFERIR 2 T MEHES ) (automatic writing) {#2 -
HAEREAEERE R  JNEHE R R YR E o SDRREH SRS - 15
e IR BN Y AR S BEERIEH 2 mE - ©

EEE T HACRAVEE R S5 TTH LA T IR AT S By R 22 0
8 > NILERE S o R BEER I B — 3 -

B ELEGA (HE LR R - 1848 47 LN — BB HE H s - R =1
% (the Fox sisters) S8R e a2 R > PO T —Ermd R 7 B U8R -

fedt b M R EFE- RPCEIL 6 M ARITEFEE A @ o 4 F Christine Rhone, Western
Esotericism (New York: State University of New York, 2010), pp. 1-24; Kennet Granholm, “The Sociology of
Esotericism,” in Peter Bernard Clarke, ed., The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Religion (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2009), pp. 783-800, at pp. 784-786.

42 2 g H. P. Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy (Pasadena, CA: Theosophical University Press, 2002 [1889]), p.
58; Annie Besant, The Ancient Wisdom: An Outline of Theosophical Teachings (London: Theosophical
Publishing Society, 1899), pp. 5-7.

43 2 g H.P. Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine (London: Theosophical Publishing Company, 1888), p. vii, xxxiv, xI.

44 2 g Arthur Lillie, Madame Blavatsky and Her “Theosophy”: A Study (London: Swan Sonneschein & Co.,
1895), p. vii.

4% 2 B Bruce F. Campbell, Ancient Wisdom Revived: A History of the Theosophical Movement (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1980), pp. 103-111.
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R ZESFASLE  FATRHESBEEE R - © Mam S8 &g
BB e T A& - BB EEE S (séances) SGERZEERML /A » Wi bE¥H %
f&# [ BEEE | (spiritmanifestation) B G:A15¢ R EE - EE) R - 2825058 - BAIP
BATE (SRR PR R -
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FEREH) S M TH A E PR B e S ] R RS A SRR
SR B BT (S B RIS % - ¥ HE— OB SR ERE - R
so R SRR B PR AR A T TR A EEAESRER S AR
BRI > B EERMERINAE Y] - (S LARNE I SR E DI E HY3R SR - HA
It MESEEEANLZY] e L EEEES ISR B E - MR > Regariiln
JREERL > EIHT R BRI Z 2R - P E R ARl L e R A
FYEFER BRI R & RN BE PR R MR Y B A S RIS Hoer 1R B Ry
ZIEVETERAITF R AR PR oK - R RS & RAYRESE - BEE SN I
EHE TS > BRI IR - (A PIATER SRy 34 R B - At SR a5 i g
MRS A G AR AT AL - (S 1880 FAETEIRTE REUGLIA
MR - KRR R A BRI s LAY B R - *°

[ S A AU R LR ey A - S-S 2RI £ 20y

6 ERGEER 0 4B Alan Gauld, The Founders of Psychical Research (London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul, 1968); Ruth Brandon, The Spiritualists: The Passion for the Occult in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Centuries (New York: Prometheus Books, 1984); Janet Oppenheim, The Other World: Spiritualism and
Psychical Research in England, 1850-1910 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985); Logie Barrow,
Independent Spirits: Spiritualism and English Plebeians, 1850-1910 (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1986);
Alex Owen, The Darkened Room: Women, Power and Spiritualism in Late Victorian England (London: Virago
Press, 1989; reprint Chicago University Press, 2004); Owen, The Place of Enchantment. ¥ #Jiz 3 > &8 H
Wi bR D LR k42 R Hh- Pl F 42 4B Gauld, The Founders of Psychical Research,
p. 77; Oppenheim, The Other World, p. 50.

47 Bri® 99 -

48 % g Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy, p. xii, 31; H. S. Olcott, Inaugural Address of the President of the
Theosophical Society (New York: Theosophical Society, 1875); Prothero, “From Spiritualism to Theosophy,”
Religion and American Culture, pp. 203-205.

49 % B Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 162-174; Frank Podmore, Modern Spiritualism: A History and a
Criticism (London: Menthuen & Co., 1902), pp. 175-176.
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TR BRI HHV w8y ~ HEERY AN e SR E ST " 55—, 5
B0 MR B ZE R Z0EEE - [0 Fra s SO B AR AR FP AR st B 2
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0 % Gauld, The Founders of Psychical Research, pp. 32-65; Turner, Between Religion and Science (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1974); John J. Cerullo, The Secularization of the Soul (Philadelphia: Institute for the
Study of Human Issues, 1992); Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 63-110.

51 % B 38 #% 71| 4~ 4 Spiritual Magazine (1860-65); Human Nature (1867-77); The Medium and Daybreak (1870-

1895).

52 % g Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 63-110; The Spiritual Magazine, No. 1 (1860), vignette; T. R., “The
Mission of Spiritualism,” The Medium and Daybreak, Vol. 1, No. 9 (Jun. 3 1870), p. 65; “The Gospel and
Spiritualism,” The Medium and Daybreak, Vol. 2, No. 58 (May 12 1871), pp. 149-150.

53 (Editorial) “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Nov. 1888), pp. 177-187, at p. 179; Alexander Fullerton,
“Theosophy as a Religion,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 24 (Mar. 1899), pp. 73-80, at pp. 79-80.

54 “On the Watch-Tower: The Theosophical Society,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 27 (Nov. 1900), pp. 196-197.
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% Annie Besant, “Theosophy and the Theosophical Society,” in Besant, London Lectures of 1907 (London:
Theosophical Publishing Society, 1909), pp. 47-67, at. p. 48.

% “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, p. 180.

57 % g Alexander Fullerton, “No Religion Higher Than Truth,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 29 (Sept. 1901), pp. 9-
18.

%8 % B W. Kingslan, “Theosophy and Ecclesiasticism,” Lucifer, Vol. 7 (Dec. 1890), pp. 317-325 & Vol. 8 (Jan.,
1891), pp. 380-386; H. P. B., “The Fall of Ideals,” Lucifer, Vol. 5 (Dec. 1889), pp. 261-274.

59 (Editorial) “Is Theosophy a Religion?” Lucifer, Vol. 3 (Nov. 1888), pp. 177-187, at p. 177.

60 H, P. Blavatsky, Isis Unveiled: A Master-Key to the Mysteries of Ancient and Modern Science and Theology. Vol.
1, Science (Pasadena, CA: Theosophical University Press, 1988 [1877]), p. xIv.

61 (Editorial) “‘Lucifer’ to the Archbishop of Canterbury, Greeting!” Lucifer, Vol. 2 (Dec. 1887), pp. 241-251, at
p. 251. ¥ % & Royle, Radicals, Secularists and Republicans, pp. 224, 328.
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62 Besant, Annie Besant, pp. 24, 157.

63 Shaw, “Mrs. Besant’s Passage through Fabian Socialism,” pp. 21-22.

“E R HEHELT LA ERHERE @ P E ¥ & £ 5 TR d k¢ (Brotherhood Church) & MR
AERL HE ( Secu?ar Church ofthe ServiceofMan )» &= £ T % /g + W53 4 3% % » 4B Besant,
Annie Besant, pp. 329-330; Annie Besant, “The Ground of Our Hope,” The Link, Feb. 11, 1888, p. 1; Annie
Besant, Duties of the Theosophist (Adyar, Madras: Theosophical Publishing House, 1917), p. 41.

85 Stead, “Character Sketch,” Review of Reviews, p. 366.
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8 Joy Dixon, Divine Feminine: Theosophy and Feminism in England (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2001); Owen, The Place of Enchantment, pp. 24-27. ¥ %R Mark Bevir, “Annie Besant’s Quest for Truth:
Christianity, Secularism and New Age Thought,” Journal of Ecclesiastical History, Vol. 50, No. 1 (Jan. 1999),
pp. 62-93.

67 Edward Carpenter, My Days and Dreams (London: G. Allen & Unwin, 1916), p. 245.

8 Terry Eagleton, “The Flight to the Real,” in Sally Ledger and Scott McCracken, eds., Cultural Politics at the
Fin de Siécle (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995), pp. 11-21.
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69 Blavatsky, The Key to Theosophy, p. 39.
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pp. 65-85, at pp. 76-79; Peter Lamont, Extraordinary Beliefs: A Historical Approach to a Psychological Problem
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013).
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Victorian Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985); Frank M. Turner, c: Essays in Victorian
Intellectual Life (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993); Bernard Lightman, Evolutionary Naturalism
in Victorian Britain (Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2009); Gowan Dawson and Bernard Lightman, eds., Victorian
Scientific Naturalism: Community, Identity and Continuity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2014);
Bernard Lightman and Michael S. Reidy, eds., The Age of Scientific Naturalism (London: Pickering & Chatto,
2014).
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Agnosticism: Victorian Unbelief and the Limits of Knowledge (Baltimore, 1987), pp. 146-176; Stephen S. Kim,
John Tyndall’s Transcendental Materialism and the Conflict between Religion and Science in Victorian England
(Lewiston: Mellen University Press, 1996); Ursula DeYoung, A Vision of Modern Science: John Tyndall and the
Role of the Scientists in Victorian Culture (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011).

134



(F~FLHFH) 57 -5

EHEEENE  MEEAREFAE TS M 4 IR A £
VEREEEPTREEN 2" BRI MRZES S e B SIS By S bR e
B b BRI B 2 B U bR P e — L 4B P e e R —
TEBEZHEREANAR - fiBZ ASCAE - WHEHPTZ R - HA S EER T
DU @mIEE R - RIET7eE i S=2RaE (vocation) 7 ERESE - 281 > +#
W Tt & 2 MBS K h PR Z BEE - H 1840 FEULIZK > RIEEBTTEr LR B
B - REEIVEREAL - B — & 2R E T ERE > B2 RSB
FEFINEAE  RESESE - RFEHFAI— RS ER - IR 2R
ARER B HIEEVALE b PREe: T2 A et s - PR

TEE(L - P HPEMEERE  EREHIAREL T AR B R
—{E A RIS - [ i T SR EE R S | (religion-oriented culture ) » i fs " 7

5 ; 74
2, ¥4

ERPRPEATEE - THDUSIEHT - B2 (Thomas Huxley, 1825-1894 ) ~ 495 -
Z={LE (JohnTyndall, 1820-1893) ~ 5E - 7B} (William Clifford, 1845-1897 ) Kz
4y - J&HHE (John Lubbock, 1834-1913) % A Ryt - HZBLEDIACH - ™ FIEEE A
FEMEZELR - 2 A  HEFERRE AR 22 R —({ER 2 T
THRYRHEE S » B AR — (RN 2 R A SR B R T THAVE RS L & b - (i IRERR
AB BT N EHGERBESE - SR MEEE 5 2 iP5 - fEREmE - A
HEA B ARG > BB AT - ERDIBEANERIR A MEBLEER R 2t e
HFERE - g T AR E R ER AR B R RBEEUNE R WU
AR ALEGS | — T AR S 48 Ryg 1% ~ BN ~ FRERME HIRRRIRAFI S > 55—T7

PHELELM UL HMEeD AL L TR Y TR TR dp5 1048 o # Turner 3 L0 & X i
BRRATEAEAT G H 2 A 0 LRI MAZE Y ¢ ST o M S G 3 0 SR Adrian
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Progress Report,” Journal of the History of Biology, Vol. 34 (2001), pp. 3-50.
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Cambridge University Press, 2003).
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76 2 @ Turner, Contesting Cultural Authority, pp. 197-198; Bernard Lightman, “Huxley and the Devonshire
Commission,” in Dawson and Lightman, eds., Victorian Scientific Naturalism, pp. 101-130; James Elwick,
“Economies of Scales: Evolutionary Naturalists and the Victorian Examination System,” in Dawson and
Lightman, eds., Victorian Scientific Naturalism, pp. 131-156.
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W W LA RSB Bk 2 ST HEE K & (scientific priesthood ) 4 B Francis Galton, English
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9 %R Bernard Lightman, “Science and Culture,” in Francis O’ Gorman, ed., The Cambridge Companion to
Victorian Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 12-42, at pp. 29-38; Jenny Bourne Taylor,
“Psychology at the Fin de Siécle,” in Gail Marshall, ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Fin de Siécle
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 13-30.
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80 Hammer, Claiming Knowledge, pp. 10, 507-508.
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of Chicago Press, 2005).

82 «On the Watch-Tower,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 26 (Mar. 1900), p. 7; ¥ % “On the Watch-Tower,” Theosophical
Review, Vol. 23 (Nov. 1898), pp. 195-196; Annie Besant, “Theosophy and Modern Thought,” Theosophical Review,
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84 Blavatsky, The Secret Doctrine, p. viii.
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0 4 B R pFBRDAELBoR I d L 28 FABF 54 5 HM TR > 4B “Report of the
Committee Appointed to Investigate Phenomena Connected with the Theosophical Society,” Proceedings of
the Society for Psychical Research, Vol. 3 (1885), pp. 201-380; Oppenheim, The Other World, pp. 174-178.

141



ZEE R L Al TR 3R PR

BRI - SUEMAYESER S I e g g KRB - %5 (Oliver
Lodge, 1851-1940) ZAHLIKE miZEYE LB E SRR TR 2 S

HHR - RS0 > e w) o BB Y E R E R Efﬁﬁi&ﬁf«%&“%ﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂm
IR LEER %ﬁﬂf‘ﬁffh& BfafE > ARSI ﬁﬂf’ﬂﬁ EIPNE VS P |
PREESMEONTE B R TS I R B S RHE

HREEAER » (RIS RERE AR B ER > 2 EEEEE S 1
B » BIEEEBIE EHEPRRAER o MEMEEN - HEk—A0 - 28000 [
FR T LAY SRS HR © — U7 > AAE RSN R - SR
B EENOERER © 570 - FEEEATRSE FE RS FER SR
KRR RIR R OB W& &N e LUECRy S [RESCIH TR R ZI & - R
TR B BHAFFREROR I AE G RIS > (REFEH R TS =R -

[EE] 2 A% - (S ERRRIERERERAES > DU ERREAHEHA 21
MRE T HARE 1870 FRLURFT B £ RS - E@%ﬁt@b o REEIREEEL
BEUHIL > AR —-VIREEE - B0 RE - Rk~ PR EERE
B NEGSEENE B - RIS )\*Ei‘%%i)i’&i%?&?ﬁtfftﬁ{ﬁﬁ ° (ETEEE
GRAEEREE AT b R IES R A E B %*Eﬁﬁ%%ﬂfﬂﬁﬂi&”’*%‘

EASE ~ NEE s b F a2 EER B NyE TR -

BERF Y B ARIRE AR SR SR BT M 2 i PR 28 (5 BB K AR E e 2 s IR
BRI SRR, - SR g g AR R fEEE - [J9hAk (Edward B.

101 % B Bertram Keightley, “Science and the Soul,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 32 (May, 1903), pp. 229-238; S.
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Lodge’s Presidential Address,” Theosophical Review, Vol. 30 (Apr. 1902), pp. 102-103; “On the Watch-Tower,”
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