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I feel so sad about Father John's passing. I called
him a couple years ago. We had a very nice talk on the
phone. I showed my appreciation to him for his

teaching.

Especially for when he spent the whole summer
vacation training us in English when we were in
graduate school. I really miss him so much. Thank you
for your invitation to Father John's Mass. However it is

too far for me to participate. I am sorry to say this.

Rachel 2 >3k
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A letter to Father Join
Dear Father :
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Remembering Fr. John

When | was a senior in high school at the St. Vincent
Preparatory School in 1960, our teacher for speech was a young
and dynamic priest by the name of Fr. John Murtha. He had just
completed his MA in American history at Columbia University
and was soon to begin his doctoral studies at Catholic University.
It was a great class and left a lasting impression on me in terms of
the need and importance for effective verbal communication, at

which Fr. John so excelled.

Little did I know at that time that six years later | would be in
Taiwan at Wimmer Priory with Fr. John, as well as Fr. Claude Pollak
and Fr. Paul Mabher, all teachers at very new re-established Fu Jen
Catholic University. Fr. John spent much time introducing me to
life in Taipei, for which I’'m ever grateful. I recall, too, very
vividly the car he had at the time and how much he enjoyed driving

around the city, or giving a ride to whomever might need one.

One of my clearest memories of Fr. John at that time was the
care he showed for his students in the Fu Jen Department of History.

He spared no effort in helping his undergraduate and then graduate
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students not only to understand American history but also to learn

what it means to be a mature, responsible human being.

The years Fr. John was at Fu Jen Catholic University
(1965-1977) were very special years in the history of Fu Jen.
The university was young, and many of the professors were young
as well. It was also a time when there were many priests and
Sisters teaching at Fu Jen.  Fr. John was especially effective in
bringing together the Chinese diocesan clergy, the SVDs, and the
Jesuits who taught at Fu Jen for occasional celebrations or a trip to

another part of Taiwan.

After Fr. John had returned to St. Vincent Archabbey in
1977 and later became President of St. Vincent College
(1985-1995), he was asked in an interview to use three words to
describe himself. He responded with “Committed, kind,

impatient.”

During his stay in Taiwan, Fr. John was indeed “committed” to
building a first-rate department of history. He spared no effort in
doing the best he could under what at times were very difficult

circumstances. His “kindness” was shown in his great concern and
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care for his students. As for his “impatience,” those who have spent
time with him will remember well this aspect.  Fr. John had no
patience for those who would only talk and not act, or for those who
would say one thing and then do another, or for those who would not
take seriously what in fact was a very serious matter. Fr. John’s
standards were the highest, and he had little patience for those who

were not willing to work to bring these standards into reality.

If we want to remember Fr. John, let us remember these
three qualities of him.  And, let us, as students of Meng Shu-jen,
see if we can learn from his example and be committed, kind and

impatient.

One of Fr. John’s students in the history department was Lin
Li-shu, who was especially devoted to Fr. John, and served as his
teaching assistant. Lin Li-shu too had commitment, kindness and
impatience. Perhaps it came in part from Fr. John. We can only
Imagine that the two of them are together now in a much better

world awaiting for us one day to join them.
Bro. Nicholas Koss

May 20, 2010
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Words cannot express my sorrow on the passing of Father
John. Fu Jen was very fortunate to have a dedicated educator such as
Father John at the time of its founding over forty years ago. My
classmates and | were the first graduating class of Fu Jen, and seven of
us were the very first students in the graduate program, managed by
Father John. We fondly called ourselves the first arrivals, and Father
John cared deeply about our studies and development. He helped us
navigate the academic process, and his thoughtfulness, patience, sense
of humor, and willingness to work with each of us to develop our
potential was truly remarkable. Father John was a great teacher,
because he did not just give lectures, but rather set a standard of
excellence for pursuing knowledge. He inspired his students to
excel. I recall early on that he pushed us to be diligent in research
methodology, ensuring that we presented our papers with correct
citations and helping us sharpen our analysis and findings. These
skills have helped all of us succeed, even as some of us pursued Ph.D.

degrees in the United States.

He was also a great advisor and friend. When some of us

continued to pursue advanced degrees in the United States, Father
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John introduced us to his family. | recall the very first Christmas |
spent in the United States was with his mother and his siblings’
families. Over the years, he continued to be my mentor, always
wanting to know my progress in my career and never failing to drop
me a note when he had time. His departure has truly created a void
where there was once a thoughtful and calming voice to guide me and

give me directions. He will always be in my thoughts and prayers.

It would be a fitting tribute to Father John if all of us, his
former students, would be willing to pool our resources together to
create a scholarship fund in his name for future students at Fu Jen
to pursue advanced degrees in the United States. It is my hope
that Fu Jen University will help us achieve this well-deserved

recognition of a great teacher.

Emily Y. Ashworth, Ph.D. #§ % %
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Father John’s eulogy
by Grace L. Yeh

First of all, we all share the sad news of Fr. John's passing; |
was asked from Tse Jeng to write something about Fr. John since
three of us: Martha, Ke-Ching and | had visited him in October of
2007.

After | spoke with Martha the other day, | felt that | have an
obligation and the honor to tell this short story of our trip with
pictures for the upcoming memorial ceremony. I’d also like to
share some memory with my class mates or some one whom have

known or been taught by Fr. John.

Both Fr. Claude and Fr. John were Pennsylvanian; Fr. John
had taken the helm as president of St. Vincent University at La
Trobe, Pennsylvania after he went back from Taiwan. When
they took their teaching mission to Taiwan, they went to Hsin Chu
Language Academy for two years to study Chinese culture,
customs, and learn to speak Chinese prior to teaching at Fu Jen

Catholic University.
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One of my first vivid memories about Fr. John was the first
day of his class; he was a slim, tall man with a pair of deep blue
eyes, dressed in a Catholic Priest suit entering the class room.
He pulled a chair and rested his right leg on it; and said:” good
morning! I am Fr. John; we are going to study American History”.
We went silent! As I said to myself, we are “dead meat for sure”
because the class will be taught and tested in English, “oh, my

god”!

Had we followed Martha’s plan several years earlier; we
would not have missed the opportunity to see Fr. Claude. Finally,
a trip to visit Fr. John was scheduled. Martha and Ke Ching left
Orlando for Pittsburgh one day earlier, and picked me up on
October 27. We drove one and a half hours to La Trobe. The
1000-acre compound set on a hill top were where St. Vincent
University, St. Vincent Archimandrite, church, dormitory and
cemetery were located. Fr. John was in a wheelchair and
carrying portable oxygen when he greeted us 30 years after we

met.
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Fr. John was so thrilled about his Taiwan students’ visit.
Almost everyone recognized us as he proudly announced our visit,
We were served a formal dinner in a private dining room by a
servant; we were treated like honorable diplomats, even though we
were the only table of diners in the room. We chatted, laughed,
and talked of our younger years and Fr. John even showed off a
couple of Chinese idioms (surprisingly, he knew much more than
we realized). Wine was served (how can he missed that?) and we
were told the dishes were prepared and cooked by the best chef in

town; fresh mango ice cream was the desert.

Next day morning, 28th, after breakfast, Fr. John led us to
the cemetery where Fr. Claude rests. Fr. John said their birth year
and month are the same; but only one day apart. It was about
noon that we needed to catch our flight and we were so sure that
we will be back to La Trobe to have another visit. However.....

That was not to be.

Although our trip lasted less than 24 hours, | hope and
believe that was one of the best and happiest times in Fr. John’s

life; and certainly it was mine!
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I’d like to take this opportunity to offer special thanks to
Martha and Ke Ching: without their arrangement and efforts, the
trip would not be possible as we have now lost the chance to visit
Fr. Claude. In addition, maybe some of you don’t know that my
name “Grace” was given by Fr. John. He set a bar and guides me

to honor this name and fulfill the meaning of the word.

Thank you, Fr. John! Please watch over and bless us till we

meet again!
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